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PREFACE 



TO TBB USADEB. 



PERHAPS from the curiosity of the title pagfe^ 
the Reader expects something to tickle his faney, but 
he may rest assured, that these lines were written for 
another purpose ; neunely, to unfold the yarious stra- 
tagems^ by which Satan deceives and ruins so many 
thousands of the human race. The former part of this 
pamphlet was published several years ago, in a mis- 
cellaneous work. The Writer first saw it in the County 
of Dorset, and feeling willing to rescue it from that 
oblivion into which, according to his view, it was 
sinking apace, he conceived the idea of publishing it 
in its present form. In preparing it for the press, h« 
halh made many alterations and additions, and in some 
places, where he thought it necessary, abridgements. 
The latter part of it is entirely new, and was 
never, till now, put in print. The Reader is desired 
to consider that this little pamphlet is not put into his 
hands with a design merely to satisfy his curiosity, but 
to give him a slight view of the stratagems made use 
of by Satan to effect his ruin : and that seeing this, he 
may escape for his life^ and make application to 



IV. PREFACE. 

Almighty God for grace and strength to help in time 
of need. The more we know of Satan's device*, the 
better of course, we shall be armed against them. 
The writer conceives, that all those pamphlets and 
books, which are calculated to unfold the mysteries of 
iniquity, the dark designs of Satan, the deceitfulness 
of sin, the necessity of constant watchfulness and ear- 
nest prayer, must be acceptable and profitable to 
pious persons of all denominations. That the Reader 
may resist and overcome Satan, fly to Christ for re- 
fuge, and pass through this world in which he is sur- 
rounded with snares and death, in safety ; and at last, 
join those who came up out of great tribulation, is 
the (earnest desire of the writer, who wishes to sub- 
scribe himself one who is not altogether ignorant of 
Satan's devices. 
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tiAViNG been lately called by Jehovah's Pro- 
vidence, to pass through some parts of your vast em- 
pire on this side of the grave ; I carefully inspected 
the various things which presented themselves to my 
view. As to your infernal shades I have never yet 
entered, neither desire it, knowing that the music of 
your doleful prison (which <'is weeping and wailing, 
.and gnashing of teeth,) would afford me no agreeable 
.entertainment, I cannot say I was delighted > never- 
theless was wonderfully surprised, to see how indus- 
trious the greater part of mankind are in promoting 
your interest, though in so doing, they reap nothing 
but! perplexity and sorrow ; and not only the scum of 
mankind (as some naturally call them,) but even mea 
of all orders and degrees among us, from the court to 
the cottage, are actively engaged in your service, and 
.extremely diligent in promoting your interest, notwith- 
standing that the wages of sin is death ; surely the 
readiness of mind that they discover, and the pleasure 
they take, in doing your will, is not only.no small 
proof of vour extensive wisdom, but also evidences 
to every aescerning eye, tbatlet who will be dull and 
negligent you are not, but justly answer the character 
of being the father of cunning. 

Doubtless, as long as you are thus assidious in ex- 
tendiug your conquest, you will hold thousands bound 
in your slavish chains, while they dream of being at 
liberty : especially as you well know througii the 
Cv^urise of so many thousand years' experience how to 
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adapt yourself to tbe natural tempers and disposi- 
tions of mankind in general, let their situations in life 
be what they will. It may perhaps be judged by 
you, an instance of the greatest impertinence in me, 
-who am bnt a creature of a day, in any measure to 
attempt to dictate to you who are a spirit of such an- 
tiquity and subtility, any measures, for the better 
securing the advantages you have already gained, 
over the children of the first Adam ; nevertheless, I 
am content for once that you should so think : but re- 
member the old proverb, that a wise man (and why 
not a wise spirit that is finite, with all his pride, 
power and sagacity,) may learn something of an idiot, 
and therefore I presume to offer the following things 
to your consideration. 

The present day (you being at the bottom of all 
mischief,) well know, is a trme wherein great endea- 
Tours are made, to raise disturbance among many na 
tions. Do therefore all you can to increase; and fo- 
ment the same. Persuade aspiring Monarchs to be 
more ambitious still ; to answer which, prompt them 
on to every species of tyrany already begun and 
carried on by them* Do not suffer them, no not for a 
moment, to hearken to justice, reason, or conscience, 
though it should speak ever so loud ; let not the cries 
of distressed countries affect their ears, nor yet the af- 
flictions of the disconsolate widow, nor the calamities 
of fatherless children, excite their pity, l^each them 
this hellish lesson, that they only live to be obeyed, 
and that their will ought to be their subject's law. 

To effect this, persuade them, (and you need not 
be at much pains with some^ to make use of every 
means of violence they can possibly invent; suggest to 
them that the most solemn treaties are no ways bind- 
ing, any longer than they may answer their avaricious 
views, and that upon the slightest pretence, they 
may violate them to the uttermost. By which means 
you know, large armies will be raised, and drawn to- 
geth^;— Fleets will be equipt, and poor mortab by 



thousitnds in a day wallow in their own blood , to 
your great advantage, as it will doubtless people your 
lower regions very fast. And whereas peace and unity 
among nations is destructive to your interest, do all in 
your power to prevent it. To this end, stir up men in 
authority, in each nation, to be at variance one against 
another. Bid -each of them do what is right in his own 
eyes ; this you are aware will cause ill blood between 
them, and effectually procure evil speaking one of 
another. How far this will answer your purpose, yon 
may form some judgement, consequent upon former 
divisions. Endeavour to make the common people 
dissatisfied with the proceedings of those that are in 
authority over them, which in spite of Jehovah's com- 
mand, will cause them to speak evil of dignities, which 
you know is not only contrary to Jehovah's command, 
but also lays a foundation for disobedience and rebellion 
against the best of princes, though he should be a fa- 
ther to his people, and his government as unspotted and 
illustrious as King George's of England ; for whom, 
permit me to break off and pray, that God would 
continue him, as he is now, and ever has been during 
bis reign, a blessing to the British Island. But to 
resume my subject, take care and hatch this cockatrice 
egg, of murmuring, disobedience, and rebellion; and 
if you can but hatch it, may consequent on the same, 
throw us into what some call a civil war : and some, 
by means of an halter, may gain admittance, into that 
part of your dominions, from whence there is no re- 
tini. There is an excellent method of keeping up 
your interest in the English nation, by imposing oath^ 
as they do on the subjects, on every frivilous occasion; 
30 that false swearing is become now, almost as fashion* 
able as the employments are, into which men enter by 
it. People being thus fisuniliar with oaths, doubtless 
first opened, and now keeps open, the door for so much 
wickedness in that way, which this day is practised 
among us : though on account thereof, the land mourn - 
eth. To pass by the perjury well known to you ia 
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courts of Judicature, how mucb false swearing is therd 
by luen of public employments ? Nay, how can it 
bb othiirwiBc, seeing it impossible, for any man to do 
all those things which he not only promises, but eagag- 
os to perform with an oath. You act very wise in 
making men think that to »wear is only a form of ad- 
mission, and that when the thing is once ()rocur««l 
thereby, they are under little or uo obligatiou to paf 
any regard thereto. Many think that a custom-houoe 
oath may at any time be swallowed down with a glu«i 
of wine. Suiely he was a very eminent servant of 
yours, who proposed that oath lu be imposed at thp 
geueral elections, and each of them are wurthy your 
notice, who gave a vote for it to pass into a law ; nay, 
I doubt not but long beTore now, many of them have 
beeu very amply rewarded, by being placed iu thit 
hottest parts of your dominions. It is this intimacy 
with oaths, I presume, that has rendered them *o 
amiable in the eyes of almost all mankind, without 
respect to age or sex. O how the very infants lisp 
them out; doth it not make melody iu your princely 
ears ? Encourage it then by all possible meaus. Let 
no method be thought of to prevent it; and if any 
should attempt to make the least reformation, find out 
some way or other to hinder and stop it, Never let 
the membenj of a great house, have one thought of 
aboliahiug any oaths now imposed on the subjects, but 
teach them to add thereto if possible. And you know, 
there is a wonderful profanation of that part of the 
christian worship called the sacrament, by bringing 
persons thereto in order to qualify them fur 
places of public trust, sume of whom you know, are 
as faithful to your service as mortals can be. By all 
means let this be continued : let not the least altera- 
tion be made, for that would certainly be an injury to 
you. You well know that places of public diversion, 
(so called,) are tine nurseries for propagating your in- 
terest : therefore let not plays, operas, masquerades, 
l»alU, horse-races, card- matches, >ltc. be omittcti. 




ihough ihe judgements of God stand at the door. Re' 
member likewise, that as painted faces, naked breasts, 
S:c. tend to blow up the fire of corruption in the heart, 
to make these things as fashionable as possible, though 
the bible speaks quite the contrary. Suggest to the 
rich, that as to their dress or behaviour, no one has 
any thing to do with, no, not the Almighty himself, 
though thousands are perishing for want of necessaries, 
while they are decking themselves in all the superflui- 
ties of costly apparel. 

Bid the poor to imitate the vices of the rich, 
though theyshoidd be obliged to commit thefts, and 
robberies to support it. Perauade men to persist in 
profaning the Lord's day as they now do ; you need 
not bid them increase in sodoing, it is sufficiently pro- 
faoed already, both in town and country, by young 
and old, as you can testify. Some of them you send 
in parties to take pleasure on the water on that sacred 
day, and when you have got (hem on the water, yon ve- 
ry often manage your affairs so as to get the boat over- 
tnrned, by which meansthey are launched intoeternity, 
and you have them the sooner. Others you send in 
companies out in the fields under pretence of taking the 
air, while your only aim is to prevent their attendance 
on the means of grace, and keep them from all that is 
good. Others you employ in paying and receiving 
money, in settling accounts — in carrying their work 
from place to place — in buying and selling, &c. And 
what multitudes flockevery sabbath to diveit themselves 
as they call it ! tlow is the country public house 
crowded, while places of public worship are nearly 
empty, to the great dishonour of Him whocastyou out 
of heaven, as well as to the hurt of those who do so. 
And to your great pleasure, let magistrates think it 
beneath them to interfere in such matters; — let them 
be no terror to evil doers, notwithstanding they aro 
Bworu to be so. And if any of them should at any 
time have a single thought of making a reformation, 
try if you can suggest something to prevent it but If 
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ties of costly apparel. 
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though they shoidd be obliged to commit thefts, and 
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profaning the Lord's day as they now do ; you need 
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faned already, both in town and country, by young 
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ry often manage your affairs so as to get the boat over-* 
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and you have them the sooner. Others you send in 
companies out in the fields under pretence of taking the 
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magistrates are ever so resolute and determined 
tlieirowD minds, you are in do great danger o{ beiog 
hurt while they repose so much confiilence in inferits 
officers, most of whom you being their constant com- 
panion, well know, will wiuk at almost any thing 
for a little mamon. And your best way certainly u 
at all events, to keep thes.e men in your service ; ibeu 
you arcsuie they will not injure you, but will rather 
promote your interest, and protect your kingdom, and 
as you would williugly reap a plentiful harvest front 
the rising generation, go on as you now do to corrupt 
the mind of youth. Letprint sellers' windows continue 
to bn crowded with indecent and rebellious picture! ; 
wui let the press still be industriously employed in 
•ending out into the world, so much of your diabolical 
compositions as possible. Let them not only incrcese 
if practicable in things of an obscene and debauched 
nature, but in those which strike at the very root of 
religion. £y all means get as many debauched songs 
aa ever you can printed, and send some of your moat 
trusty servants round the town and country to sing 
and sell them. By this stratagem, the minds of 
many of the young people will be so engaged in your 
wrvice, that you may be almost sure of holding them 
fast. Get also some of your vasals to write some 
books in a very delusive strain, in which religion itself 
is 3et at nought, and ridiculed in the most shameful 
manner that you can think of. Vou have employed 
■ome of your faithful servants in this diabolical under- 
taking already, and herein you have so far succeeded, 
that you have certainly ruined thousands. 

Use your utmost endeavours to prevail on parents 
not to train up their children in the fear of the Lord. 
Tell them thai religion is a thing too mean for them ; 
and bid them goon to uphold them in forgetfulness of 
God, Persuade them that the dancing school is a 
titter place for their children than the house of God : 
and that it is more polite and fashionable, for them to 
learn to talk a little obscenely, provided they wrap 
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it up decently^ than it is for them to learn the lan- 
guage of Canaan. Tell them that the bible is too 
dull a book for their children to read : this you know 
i^ill be an effectual way to keep them in ignorance of 
God and his Christy and consequently your eternal, 
subjects and slaves. Children thus taught will afford 
you a delightful supply for the gaming houses, for 
the highways, and for ihe brothel houses ; in the 
latter (you know) girls are trained up in proper acade- 
mies for hell, to go about like yourself seeking whom 
they may devour. And if any children do at any 
time, manifest any degree of love for religion— any 
concern for salvation by Christ, or any love for the 
means of grace ; do all that you can, to make their 
parents persecute and abuse them, on the account of 
it. Be sure to tell such parents (and I believe you 
will not forget it) that if their children become religious, 
they are ruined to all intents and purposes : make 
them think that the fear of God will utterly unfit them 
for all kinds of business ; and while you influence the 
minds of parents in this way, you will easily be able 
to persuade them to make use of the roughest measures 
towards their children, in order to keep them from the 
means of grace : in this way you will soon get them to 
beat their own children unmercifully, — keep them 
without meat — turn them out of house— disinherit 
Ihem, or almost any thing else rather than let them be 
religious : in this way you have done great things al- 
ready, and no doubt but some children when they 
come to take up their residence with you in the flames, 
will curse their parents for obeying you, and keeping 
them back from God, Again, let me petition your 
highness to keep up the present spirit of fraud and 
oppression, tell the rich that the poor ought to be their 
Maves, and if you can (though I believe you need not 
take much trouble with some) persuade them, that as 
Jehovah hath made such a difference in the things of 
this world, they have a just right to extend their 
perogative over the poor, and to oppress him on hii| 
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wages whenever they have opportunity : and as they 
have large sums of money, that with it they may justly 
engross all they can into their hands, not sparing even 
the necessaries of life. And if you find any of them 
•apable of remorse, put it in softer language, tell 
them they have a right to get all they can, and that it 
is every man's privilege to make tne best market for 
himself, notwithstanding an old fashioned writer, one 
Paul, formerly a tent maker, a poor old enthusiast, 
pretending to have the spirit of God, bid that <' no 
man go beyond and defraud his brother." Thus while 
you get the rich to rob the poor by oppresssion, and 
the poor to rob the rich by stealing, you will be afanost 
sure to get many of each sort to keep you company in 
that place where "they have no rest day nor night." 
As for those called religious, you have but little to 
fear from them, seeing that the beauty of the world 
hath attracted their hearts : also you Know that thou- 
sands have a name to live and are dead : and many 
others are captivated by bigotry and formality. But 
above all, you have least to fear from many of their 
priests ; not to mention the Romish clergy, who are 
your faithful servants by night and by day, and who 
to accomplish your business, compass sea and land ; 
you also have gained much ground among the ministers 
of the reformation, nay, not a little among reformed 
reformers : witness their wine bibing, and voluptuous 
eating, neither God nor their fathers ever taught them 
to run, and dine, and tiple, at a tavern three or four 
hours after a monthly sermon. It was a well concert- 
ed scheme of yours to make preachers rich, for that 
seldom fails to make them proud and idle. O how 
you rattle some of them to court and country house, 
with a coach and six and splendid equipage, while 
you lull others to sleep in an easy chair, with a poor 
living of five hundred a year ! enough to seal ther lips 
and make them dumb dogs that cannot bark, and gree- 
dy dogs that cannot have enough. Bid them to in- 
crease their benefits, though their poor parishioners 
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^oah beneath tl^e wei^Bl. Bid them never forget 
that hnmane and christian kindness of theirs^ frequentlV 
}>factised towards the poof widoWs to dleviate their, 
sorrows, and support their fatherless children, namely, 
in not suffering the deceased husbs^hdtb be put undeic. 
p;r6und till the usual extravagant fees are paid, thougk 
that cannot perhaps be donfe without tlie sale of some, 
of the deceased husband's clothes. Charge the rictt 
avaricious parsons to beat down their poor curates as 
I9W as pol^ible, do not let them give one of them above 
twenty or thirty pounds a year for doing the work at 
a parish, though they have four of five hundred for do-, 
ing little or nothing : still make them think they have 
aright to the fleece of the ilock, though they feed them' 
not ; continue them still in the same mind against rea- 
son, conscience, and every thing else, that they have 
a right to take the oversight of as many flocks as they 
can get, though it be ohly fof filthy lucre sake ; let 
Paul say what he will to the contrary : let them be, 
careless of the account they must give at the bar ot 
Christ, when none but the good and faithful servant 
shall enter into the joy of his Lord. And while your, 
highness is thus employed in taking care of, and enter-, 
taining these men ; keep the rest (which is by far the 
greatest part) still in your service. Hold them fast in 
your delusive chains ; feiar not these priests, they will^ 
not hurt you, while they live and preach as they do at. 
present. You are satisjfied that they may read over 
their lectures (which by the by may be none of theirarr 
hut the labours of some dead man,) until their hair». 
iiire grey, and not in any respect injure your kinjrdom 
or interest, because you know that the people who at- 
tend iJieir ministery, continue their old practices ; the 
drunkard, swearer, sabbath-breaker, whore-monger,. 
^c, are to your great satisfaction the very same : their, 
attachment to your service is not at all abated. But 
if any of these servants of yours, whether conformislii^^ 
or non-conformists, wlio have for ^me time filled ud 
the places of ministers of Chri^, and been honoured 
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widi the name of ambassadors for God (though at the 
Mine time neither one nor the other) should at any timt^ 
dare tp act or preach, contrary to their former manner, 
asperse them to the uttermost ; rake together as muck 
dirt as possible, and besmear in the blackest and most 
odious manner you are capable of. And as you art 
the father of lies, spare no pains in contriving some, 
and employ some of your own servants to vent them. 
Be sure that you fix upon them the name of madmen 
and enthusiasts, these you know are very opprobious, 
and the latter of them is not very well understood, and 
therefore may serve your purpose to affright persons, 
and to prevent many from hearing them. In this then, 
pray rather increase than diminish your industry. As 
to those few who of late years have disavowed all alle- 
giance to you, certainly you are acting the wisest part 
that you can, in stirring up that part of the clergy 
vwho are your best friends, to speak as much evil of 
them as they can think on : they need not pay much 
regard to truth, as most men are very fond of scandal 
, of thb sort, and however debauched and abandoned 
' the parson is out of the pulpit, they have a tolerabia 
opinion of him when in, and if they know him to be 
such a liar, that his word is not to be taken in common 
conversaUon, yet in preaching against the servants of 
film who holds you in chains, they will easily believe 
pvery word he says. Do all that you can to keep these 
deserters (who have forsaken you) out of the pulpit, 
for they will certainly injure you all they can. Make 
the world believe that they broach false doctrines ; bid 
all your faithful preachers declare, as one lately did, 
that to preach so much about Christ is blasphemy. 
Suffer not these industrious servants of Christ to go on 
as they now do, giving such blows to your interest, 
«ven in your own dominions. Stop their progress if 
possible, for your highness must need^see what crowds 
of people follow them. Surely if they are suffered 
thus to go on, they will turn the world upside down : 
what a shame that they, should be thus let alone^ to 
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jprtacli the long forgotten doctrines of the relv^HMMva^ 
especially at such a time, when most of of our grwl 
doctors and bishops are willing to introduce again ikm 
Jong forgotten doctrines of popery. Besides, thest 
men wherever they come, disturb some of the congre- 
gation who are asleep in your arms, by telling them 
of their present miserable state by nature, and many 
of them finding what sinners they have been against 
God, are become quite restless and uneasy about it, 
and not only so, but they immediately forsake all car* 
nal company, and sinful pleasures, which before, thejr 
. greatly delighted in. Nay, they now get that book 
called the bible, in which your devices are so fully 
displayed, and prefer it before the completest roinanod 
that ever was or can be written. And now at all op^ 
portunities, they assembly in the house of your coti«- 
. queror, the Lord of Hosts, yea, and when they are 
there, they so wrestle for power divine, that they 
are sure to be blessed ; and when they are alone, they 
faiy so close a siege to the throne of grace, that they 
SriU not let the great I AM go unless he blesseth thein 
by turning them from their iniquities. Intolerable! 
If they are suffered thus to go on, surely the founda- 
.'tions of your vast empire must be shaken, if not in a 
great measure thrown down. But the greatest ene- 
mies of all to your interiBst, are those itinerant preaclk- 
. ers, (most of whom have no other commission for 
preaching the gospel, than old Matthew the publicaA, 
or Peter the fisherman, or Paul the tent maker,) f*r 
these having conceived in their minds,, an implacabia 
hatred against you, have almost filled England with 
the doctrines of the new Testament, by which means 
thousands are turned from darkness to light, and 
brought from under your power to that of God. And 
ivhat undoubtedly must give you much pain is, that 
Jehovah encourages them so to do, in spite of all your 
"^ efforts to the contrary. Nay, so industrious are some 
of these servants of the living Gud, that they are not 
' isonteated with preadhing once^ (or upon a special 
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occasion, such as a guinea^ twice on the i^bbath-day, 
but think three or four times at different places full 
little, besides every night all the ^eek round. Apd 
thus having filled the country with the doctrines of the 
l^ospel, some few of them now having laid siege to 
London, are come to a resolution to do you all the 
hurt they can ; being determined not only to preju- 
dice the minds of grown persons against your crown 
and dignity y but also to prevent pretty promising chil- 
dren from promoting your diabolical interest : and 
to accomplish this their purpose, they have established 
Sunday schools in many of the towns and villages, 
and many of the teachers, who are some of your 
ivorst enemies, teach the children your hellish nature, 

* eipose your subtle temptations — point out your base 
designs — shew the misery of your dreadful den, and 

'persuade them by all means to desert your service; 

' thus you are very likely to lose your subjects. Is it 
not high time for you and your champions to lay your 
heads together, and put a stop to this growing evil ? 
command some of your most qoble followers to keep 
the field. Encourage those who are best c|ualified for 
your work : assist Uiem with your great diabolical 

' ivisdom to darken the counsels of God. Bid them 
go on to blaspheme (rod : to attempt the destruction 
of the Redeemer's divinity, and to deny the doctrine 
of original corruption, and of tree justification by 
faith in Christ. Enable them to cast a dark mist over 
the most interesting texts in the book of God ; and 
while they are discharging ti^eir artillery from that 

' quarter, do you attack from another, by stiring up 

' ^four faithful vassals to pers.ecute, slander, and falsely 
accuse the labourers in the cause of Immanuel ; let 
them have no rest, no not so much as for the soles of 
their feet. Keep them in perpetual embarrasements. 
Cast as many stumbling blocks in their way as ever 
you can. 

Surely as you are t;he father of lies, you may easily 

' persuade tome of your children, that they are a vile 
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race of vagabonds, iiy{x>orifeJS9 and dcfceivers ; the 
airthors of all the miseries, afflictions; and disorders in 
the world ; — wolves iu sheep's clothing, thotrgh by ^e 
by, you know they aire the "Wotves^ ttho devotilr* the 
sheep, and not those who ^d iheto ; neither r^t 
here, but add that they are desigifi^ig men, (as indeed 
to your great morti^ation they ate, ha'^Ag a design 
to save 90i^) for the w6rld, Will etisily be indtfced to 
beliere, that then: designs =aire of a different nature. 
And if this will liot do, proceed to some of your old 
tricks, by getting Some of them imprest either by sea 
or land, get others beat in the most «han&eful ma^nier 
that can be thought of. Endeavour to bting false 
accusations against as many of thein as you can, add 
get them prosecuted in the most vigorous manner, aiid 
if they are likely to have justice done them by the ci- 
vil law, pursue them else where, get th^m into soilie 
inquisition, and there you knoW (as hai^been in&nifeiA- 
ed in many cases) is neither law nor equity f6r theih^ 
ibr if you want evidences, a small fee v^ill proCul*e 
many, who shall be both beard and approved df, 
however they contradict each other. Now if by these 
means you cannot stop their mouths, yet you will lid 
this country of them, bring them into disgrace, and 
put an end to their usefulness here in these parts of 
your dominions. 

There is one scheme you have put in execution to- 
ward these disturbers of your peace, with tolerable 
success, namely, by gettii^ them a black gown, by 
which means, many of them are become so regular and 
orderly, that they preach but very seldom, and when 
they do, their mouths are so lined that they do it very 
softly, for fear of affronting the doctor, or some gTeat 
man, who helps them to a petty curacy, or lest the 
* church doors should be shut against them, and their 
preferments be lost. Oh ! if they could but once get 
a living, how courageous they would be, that is if 
they did not fall asleep in the mean time. Therefore 
the best way that I know of to put a stop to their 
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present zeal, is to get them into what is generally caH- 
ed orders. Petition then, that as many as possible 
jnay be admitted. 

One piece of advice more, and then farewell for 
eyer, and that is^ cause the ambassadors of Jehovab 
to be at variance one against another : the success of 
an army chiefly depends on the unity of the command- 
ers, so does the spread of the gospel of Him who 
crushed your head, when he bowed his own on the 
cross. Therefore throw some little things in the waj 
to make a difference, it is no matter how trifling they 
are if they do but set them at drawn daggers oat 
against another, and cause them to spend their strength 
in that which profiteth not, but rather serveth to pro- 
mote your interest, yea, and so imperceptably also 
to themselves, that you will scarce fail of holding;; 
your own, if not gaining ground. This is your last 
dkih ; when all other attempts may be in vain, yon 
will in all probability succeed in this. Therefore takp 
especial care that this device may be managed with 
prudence. And now for ever farewell, — excuse every 
imperfection y and know, that I am one, who i^ured> 
jj^ sever desires to b« yours, either in time or eternity. 
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SINCE thou hast taken upon thee, to'gire adyiee 
to a being of such antiquity and subtilit^ as myself^ 
and bast also given me some directions for the better 
fecuring the advantages I have already gained over 
the children of the first Adam ; I wish to let thet 
know that I do not stand in need of thy counsel ; for 
I have been very busily employed through a vast num- 
ber of years, in doing what I could, to take, ruin, de- 
stroy, and bring down to my dreadful den, as many 
of the human race as ever I can ; because I mortally 
hate them. I say as many as I can, for be it known 
unto thee, that I cannot in all respects do as I would; 
for if I could only be permitted to do as I would, 
there should not one of them escape punishment. 

I mortally hate them : 

1st.— Because they Were created in the image of 
Him who cast me out of his kingdom and glory, and 
leserves me here, in chains of darkness and dreadful 
■nisery. I hate him, and I hate all that he hath made, 
»nd all things that resemble him. 

3d, — Because they were made to enjoy that king- 
dom from which, I by transgression fell. 
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3d. — Because they are appointed to be partakers of 
that glory and honour, which I have lost. 

4th — Because they are created to enjoy his smiles, 
to see his beauty, to dwell in his presence, to worship 
at his feet, to delight in his perfection, to adore his 
miyesty, and to glorify his name, whose favour I have 
forfeited, and whose very name I now hata. 

Although (as I tell thee) I do not stand in particu- 
lar need of thy counsel, yet thou shalt see that I do 
not altogether slight tiiy advice. I do not think that 
thy advice proceeds from the love thou hast for me,but 
whether from love or hatred, it matters not, the ad- 
vice is cood ; and in order that thou mayest see Uiat I 
do not altogether disdain it, I will in a few words, let 
thee know that I am not idle ; but am as busy as ever, 
in consulting my confederates, in planning schemes, 
in appointing means, in changing my appearance, in 
laying my snares, in directing my servants, in securing 
my prey, in leading my captives, and in making sure 
ray conquests ; that I may deceive some by my guile, 
that may out-wit others by my subtility, and over- 
come others by force of arms. 

Thy advice hath also been followed in a variety of 
instances, and that with no small success, as thou 
shalt presently see. And although I have not had all 
the success that I could wish, yet the success which 1 
have had encourages me to proceed, as thou shalt pre- 
sently discover. 

Thou hast first, complimented me on the success of 
my endeavours in attempting to reduce mankind to 
obedience, in serving me ; and hast also expressed th}' 
astonishment at their readiness to obey my orders : 
but I will soon let thee know, that great as my success 
hath been, it is but small, when compared with what 
I desire it to be ; for I earnestly desire to have everj' 
soul of man engaged in my service, And as thou hast 
expressed thy astonishment at the readiness which al- 
most all mankind discover in promoting my interest ; 
notwithstanding (as thou sayest) that the wages of sin 
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contriyai^ces, iemd then, I am inclined to think, thy 
astonish n^ent will (in some measure^ cease. Thou 
knowest, that in general, I cannot force people, and 
ttierefore I must do almost all, by craft and suotility-:— 
I very often proceed in this way : 

1st — I persuade some that there is no God. I tell 
them that all things came by chance, (for thou know- 
est that I am the ^tjier of lies,) and that every thing 
is governed by what some people term fate. 1 knoVi^, 
if I can only get them to believe this, they will never 
(i^hHe they are of this mind) think much about d^e 
evil of i?in, the beauty of holiness, or the glory of hea- 
ven. 2d, I make others believe (if I can) that the 
bible is not the word of God ; ai^d that Christ is not 
his son ; and that I may make them believe this, 1 
telltjiemit is very probable that the bible is no better 
than a useless book, wrote at first by designing n^en on 
purpose to support thejpriests, and to keep the cona- 
mon people in subjection. I tell others^ that it is ab- 
surd to suppose that the son of God ca^e down from 
heaven, took human nature upon him, suffered in the 
sinner's stead, died to atone for their transgressions, 
and rose from the dead, and aspended to heaven, to 
plead fpr them at God's right hand ; and not only ab- 
surd but impossible. If I can make them believe this, 
' I am almost sure to hold them fast in my slavish 
chains. Some, while engaged in my service, have 
been terrified by the fear of just judgment and ever- 
lasting misery : but I cannot bear to have my servants 
disturbed every now and then, with such Ihovghts ; 
for I really fear, if they employ their thoughts about 
a judgement to come^ they will deser^ my service 
^.ltogether, and forsake me entirely : but 1 strive to 
prevent this as well as I c^n, by telling them, that the 
rear of hell is nothing but the dreami of a terrified 
conscience, and that the almighty never will be so 
severe as to punish the failings of his creatures with 
everlasting ijro^ ; and a ^eat man^^ (because they love 
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Ifowerer 1 have clone all I could to bring about a fRil | 
\^ar between these two nations, and vety ofienlMl i 
been in great hopes of accomplishing^ my desigi'. if 
have also some very trusty friends in both oatk».l 
who have dou^, are (uiing, and will do all they can tsl 
help me in this ofifair. I love war : — 

1st — Because it is so excellently calculated til 
divert the mind from heaven and God ; for who cu 
think much of heaven in the midst of tumult aud vnr!' 

2nd — Because it promotes hatred and reveDf?. 
These are the very tempers of the bottemleas pit, and' 
lead there ; therefore I approve of war, and snah i*^ 
what I can to promote it, on every occasiorr. 

8rd — Because it tends so much to promote covet- 
usness and the love of money, at sucn seasons I cai 
easily pe^uade men to rob, murder, betray their kiag 
aAd country, or almost any thing, for the love ot 
money. 

4(h — The sound of war is delightful iil my ears, 
because it promotes pride & ambition so well, I whisper 
ihto the eai-8 of some of my servants in war lime, and 
toll them novi^ is the time to shew your manhood, to try 
Vour skill, to merit applause, to gain the admiration 
of princes, to rise in the estimation of the people, to 
»how yourselves men of honour aiid coui-age ! 

5th— War pleases me quite well because there b no- 
thing better calculated to harden the heart, not only 
against God, but even against all the tender feelings 
of humanity, men accustomed to wax, often take a 
delight in slaughters aud blood, they can murder with- 
out disiiiiction, both the innocent and guilty, yea. 
and glory in it. 

6th— 1 love war, because (as thou hast said) it tends 
to people these lower regions very fast. O how I de- 
lignt in seeing nations laid wast, cities burnt, vessels 
»'unk, houses ransacked, and individuals slaughtered! 
if have seen to my great satisfaction, the fields cohered 
i^th human blood, the rivers and seas discoloured with 
it, and mort&b whether prepared or unprepared,butch'- 
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crd by thousands in a day. All hell triumphs at such 
a jcene ! both me aod hII my angeN fas far as we cau) 
rejoice at it, because we get great spoil. Tliousaods 
in a day at such times find their way to these 
" dnleTuI shades, Tfhere peace 
And rest can never dwell, hope never comes 
That comes to all ; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a tiery deluge, fed 
With e?er burning sulpher, unconsumed." 
Go on then ye sons of men ; make yourselves more 
cruel than wild beasts : murder andde^lroy each other 
for gain, for envy, or pride, or any other base design, 
only let me entreat you to go on with your wars, and 
1 will gather thespoils, I shall reap the advantage ; as 
nothing tends to pe'.)ple hell faster I I have seen to my 
unspeakable satbfactiun. Prance almost mined by in- 
teslive broils, civil wars, and dreadful^ revolutions. I 
have often caueed the men in Ireland, to rise up, one 
against another, like lions roaring for prey: and I 
kuve employed some of my servants, to bring about 
such scenes in England, b'Jt to my great disapoint- 
mcntand sorrow, my schemes of this kind do not an- 
■wer 80 well in England as 1 desire. However I hold 
many of the English people fast enough other ways ; 
and some of them are so diligent in doing my work, as 
any people nn earth. Thou hast in the next phice, paid 
me a compliment, on thn exerlient method whichl have 
made use of, to keep up my interest in the English na- 
tion, by imposing oaths as they do, on the subjects. 
•n every frivolous occasion. An excellent method 
indeed ! abetter could not be invented, had I studied 
the subject for ever ; and as ti'e are now on ihis topic, 
I will tell thee in a few words how I manage my busi' 
ness, in order to make people swear false on such oc- 
caaione. I first set before them the great advantage 
of such, and such an employment, which 1 tell them 
Ihey might easily obtain by making application to a 
certain person, who woiiM speak in their behalf: but 
then they must swear to be faithful to both King and 
Country; very well, I tell them of course thrir can. 
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be no harm in that, for they ne«d not swear (kkl ' 
Accordingly I get tfiem to swear, and they get 1kit| } 
employments. The next step I take, is to lay 'mm 
snare for them; that they may break their promtte,d 
falsify their oath.Theyknow they have sworn to bet» 
to King and country, and that if they see any tlui 
wrong, they are bound according to their oath, to 
make it known, and punish the offender. But ltd 
them if the offender will give them a trifle they need 
not 9ee it, for they may easily shut their eyes, or go 
out of the way. This scheme suits with some of thea 
quite well, for they soon begin to think they ba^e 
found out a method of chtating Satan himself: hot 
they are mistaken, I have found a method of cheatdig 
them. The next thine is, I send one or niore of mj 
servants to do something wrong, which they cam 
not avoid seeing of, for they knew not that it was go- 
ing to take place ; but I soon get my servants^ to oner 
them a . small sum to say nothing at all about it, and at 
the same time, I whisper into the person's ear to wbon 
the money is offered, and tell him that to have such a 
sum of money is a pretty thing, and no person will 
know any thing of it ; and although he did swear to be 
faithful, yet he will have time enough to repent, and 
God is very merciful, &e. accordingly as I would 
have it, the man betrays his trust and falls into my 
snare. Now, if his conscience afterward accuses hiiil\ 
and the fears of hell take hold of him, I tell him that 
it is all nonsense, and there is no hell at all ; and 
therefore he may as well go on, and he will by and by 
be as well as any of the rest ; but if I cannot mal^ 
him believe this, I tell. him that it is all over now : 
that there is no mercy for him and hell will be his por- 
tion as sure as he lives ; therefore, it can be no worse 
for him if he swears false a thousand times. I soon 
send the man other temptations, and he yeilds to them. 
Thus his heart gets hardened, and I lead him on from 
bad to worse, till I get him down to these regions of 
woe. In the next place thou advises me to be very 
careful that these oaths may never be done away with. 
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I shall be very careful to observe it ; for I see olearly 
if any of tliese oaths should be abolished my interest 
in the English nation 'nould sink considerably, and 
many would escape tny^narcs who now fall into them 
Thy next advice runs thus, " let not plays, operas, 
masquerades, balls, horse racing, card matches, Sic, 
be omitted." I do not intend to let them be omitted, 
because they are places and parties that are well cal- 
culated to establish my kingdom as they teud to 
divert the mind of the human race from heaven and 
God. And as we arenow on this snbject I will be 
condesceadiDg enough to let thee into the light of a 
few of my schemes in this way. By my instigation 
theatres were first erected among the heathens, in which 
they exhibiled scenes of cruelly, which were shocking 
and dreadful beyond all description, and I am glad 
that I can inform thee that L have introduced theatres 
equally destructive of true nioty emong iJios6 who zz\i 
themselves christians ; in which scenes of folly and 
madness, scenes of dissipation and vanity, scenes of 
iniquity and rebellion are continually set before the 
peoples' eyes. In these places I prevail on foolish 
mortals to murder their time, their talents, and their 
souls. In these places of vanity are found both the 
rich and poor, the young and old ; and to my great 
pleasure, I prevail on the people to fill these places 
till they will hold no more, while places of religious 
worship are nearly empty ; yea and some of the great 
ones of the earth who seldom attend any places of re- 
ligious worship are sure to be there, and encourage 
by their presence and money these scenes of vanity; 
yea, and many of those who ought to be patterns of 
piety, are patterns of vice, and those who ought to set 
before the lower class, examples worthy of immitation 
are the most forward in leading them down to destruc- 
tion, I assbt thecommcdians to act as they do. 1 teach 
them to despise religion and all things that are serious. 
I harden their hearts against God, that they may 
despite and blaspheme his name, 1 teach them the 
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liellisb art of promoting my kiogdom and helping for- 
ward my soul murdering work by the most rediciikHii 
gestures, the most blasphemous language, abomin- 
able falshoodsy the most daring impieties^and themoit 
destructive iusinuations, 1 teach them to dress up vice 
and make it look as well as they can like virtue, <ui(l 
enable them very successfully to vend it under that 
name. 1 teach them to exhibit the worst of passioni 
under the most honourable titles^ I teach them to 
call pride elegance and refinement ; excess and intem- 
perance, I teach them to call by the harmless name 
of good fellowship and social dispositions,! teach them 
to call ungodly resentment by the names of honour, 
spirit, dignity of mind, &c* I teach them to call sordid 
avarice and the love of money by the names of prudence 
frugality, and good management. Thus I enable them 
to dbhonour God and encourage sin, and surely those 
theatres shall never be letdown while I can keep then 
tip. 

Thy advice respecting the dress, both of the rick 
and the poor, merits some attention, because I carry 
on considerable traffic with the sons and daughters of 
men in this way, and hold a vast quantity of them in 
my service by this means. Thou knowest very well, 
that I am almost sure to keep up a constant corres- 
pondence with the great ones ; because they are strong 
pillars, which help to support my kingdom m the world 
1 endeavour generally to make them as proud as my- 
self ; and in order that I may accomplish my design, I 
•tell them (and they believe me) that they certainly rise 
superior to the generality of mankind, in a variety of 
respects ; particularly in their great riches, their grand 
palaces^ their beautihil attire, their noble ancestors, 
their great abilities, their numerous attendants, their 
sounding titles, &c. and having got them up to a very 
high pitch in pride, I can easily get them to dress in 
such a manner as will best answer and promote my 
great design in ruining their souls. I tell them that 
the money which they have, is their own, and therefore 
they are at liberty to lay it out as they please^ though 
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^ . at Uie same time 1 know, that they are 011I31D stewards 
' over thfe pro][i6r ty ptit into their handsr b j$ the' Ldtd^aild 
' thait he wiil^oali'them to an acdount' of th^ iioprove- 
' ment they have made of it. 

2d. I tell theiti that' tiii^y ought to df esa in a ifian- 
ner suited to their dignity ; but nly aim is to make 
theih dress in a way suitable only for heathens and 
idolattoht; 

3di 1 tdl th^m that the Almighty sent all things for 
their use, but my only aim is by thiese stirata^ins to 
make' ttaeib obushthef good tlnng^ ofGod, ali4-I gen- 
erally accomplish, iny design ; tor thh very ihoeey 
which God puts into their hands to be laid out inf tie- 
cessarieB fbriM& p6or, I get th^mi to spend id superflui- 
- tiei^ fov^ thetlisl^ves^ 

4th. I tell them thattbq Almighty takes no notice at 
all of their dress, although I know that he comndatids 
them in bid wotd, to adorn themselves' in modest 
apparol; but I strive to- make them think thai they 
may live as they: list, and dress as they please ; and 
having got the richas proud and haughty as I. can, I 
nesttufn my attenitiott to'the poor, arid particularly 
thd^ of tbeyodnget sort. These I get access to easy, 
and whisper ikftbtheii* ears ^though they donotalwayb 
know that it is me,) & tell them that such a new fasb- 
ion> such a fine^coaitor gown looks excellent; Soon I 
.gift theim to beiieve that they must have it at all events; 
ill' a little time I get them to run in debt, break thtougli 
aU'prbpei^ restraint^ steal in private, robin the hi^lf- 
w^y, or almbst an^ other vile and ungbdly practice^ 
tttat^lMdiy' may get nbery:. 

A^ tor n^hat Uioui sayest respecting the hoiH^ day,. I 
caitttidt perfectly agree with thee in all respects^ for 
thoe Sayest, ''It is sufficiently profaned already^ both 
by yMug^and old*'' But I tdl tb^ nay, for akhough 
H'iisr pr<^ned ^1 a mannier tiiot^ves^ me gteat^solSsfad- 
ti^tt, yet know thouyttiat If the people would ail of 
tUBifi'folloiv^ idyi couilicil; riot ^ person in the ^orld 
wQuld i<d^Aidlt; However, I carry^on what'I call a 
go^^tx^ey with tbouBlukb of people : itr thi« w«iy ; for 
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when I cau keep them itimy service by no othermea 
I still have them secure by teaching them i 
thesabbath, and despise it. I wliisper into the trad^ 
man's ears, and tell him — 

1st.— That he must do a littlG on the lord's day, a 
he never will be able to get on 'in business. • 

3d. — I tell him that it cau be no great harm for a 
man to talk with his customers, to receive orders from 
them, ta write out his bills, to settle his accounts, to 
carry out his goods, &c. i 

3d. — I tell him, that all his neif^hbours do the san^n 
and he must do as other people do, else he will la|| 
all his business. ^^ 

4th, — I tell him that if he goes to church in the af- 
ternooD he does his duty, and that is all that God re- 
quires of any man. 

Sth. — I tell him that to be diligent in business is quite 
recommend able, and consequently, the Almighty will 
not be severe enough to condemn him for attending to 
his secular concernsa little on Sunday. 

6th. — I put into some people's minds a very strong 
inclination to be rich, and this inclination I know tends 
to drown men in sin and perdititn. However, this I 
hide from them, and tell tUem that if they would get 
any thing considerable in this world, they must not be 
BO scrupulously exact in keeping the sabbath holy. 

This scheme answere qnile well with many of them, 
for they will do almost any thing to get rich. Others 
1 keep in my service by sending them in parties to take 
pleasure on this day. In "France I send the {)eon]e 
(after they have been to the church, and done their du- 
ly to God as they call it,) some to the play-houses, 
others to the ball, others to the opera. In fact, I keep 
npall kinds of game in that country, to attract the at- 
tention of the people, and keep them iii my service. 
In England 1 send parlies to take pleasure, others 
(that I may keep them from the me-ans of grace) T 
send (as Ihou hast said) out into the fields to take the 
■ ir, I tell people of this description that Sunday i« 
the only day of rest that they have, and therefor 
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is very liard that ihey should be kept from a little 
pleasure on the sahliath. 

2(1, — I tell ihera that if they should remuin shut up 
in the meeting-house or church (ill the sunday Iouk, 
sucU a confinement would render them quite melancho- 
ly, and utterly unlit them for society. 

3d. — I tell Ihera that to mind nothing bat religion, 
would be very injurious to their health and happiness ; 
I tell them moreover, that were they so very strict in 
tbeir attention to the sabbath, every body would de- 
spise them, slight their company, laugh at their mean- 
ness, call them enthusiasts, &c. These are a tew of 
the Etratngffliis by which I eolice the people to ruin 
their soals by the profanation of the sabbath. 

Another class of people I employ, in visiting and 
receiving visitors, on this day of the Lord ; for all 
those who employ their time in payii^ visits, or re- 
ceiving visitors, in feasting, revelling, and drinking, 
particularly on the sabbatli, are my servants and slaves, 
and by and by if they repent not, mast suffer the veil' 
geanc^ o( eternal ^le ; but in general, I do not tell 
tbem what their wages will be, for if they knew this, 
and considered it seriously, they would desert my ser- 
vice altogether. 

As for magistrates and inferior officers, I shall take 
all the care of them that I can, for I know very well, 
that if I can but hold them fast in my delusive chamt, 
they will neither injure my kingdom nor disturb my 
servants; they will neither be a terror to evil doers 
Dor a praise to them that do well. 

With regard to print sells rs, I have been looking 
well after them for a vast number of years ; and this is 
the way that 1 order my affairs, 1 generally take good 
care to keep all the printers and booksellers in my 
service, (or at least as many of them as I can,) then 
they will dbpose of any work, although it may be cal- 
culated to ruin both king and country ; for if my ser- 
vants can only get money by the business, that is all 
they care for or think about. If they can get money, 
ibey will sell bookii calculated to promote Atheism, 
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e calculated to dishonor t 
nnd murder sQula, yet all this is but a light thing widi 
some if they can get niuaey. Some uf my trusty ser- 
vants I have employed in writing, printing, and ciiv 
culating news-papera. In this way 1 give my noble 
servants the atheists and deists, an opportunity of di»- 
playing the vilenessof their hearts, and of shewing their 
lore to me by casting out their sneers against evefy 
thiitg that is good. 1 teach them to dress up their uir- 
godly sentiments as well as they can, and send tfaem 
out into the world in their beat clothes to deceive the 
hearts of the simple. By this means also I am. able 
til send the most abominable lies round the world and 
make them pass for real truth ; lies which are dishon- 
ourable to (lod, injurious to religion, and destructive to 
the salvation of immortal souk. I as^iisted Voltaire 
and Thomas Paine, thoee noted inlidels who spent so 
much of their time and laboured bo hard to contradict 
the scripture, to undermine the foundations of rcligioD, 
to enervate the harm of piety, to clip the wings of 
holy desire, toshake the faith of believers, to harden 
the hearts of ungodly men against their Maker, to 
drown the world in infidelity and impiety. And book- 
sellers do me essential service by recommending and 
selling those workswhich are calculated to drecw the 
people into sin, to lead the mind from God, to blind 
the understanding, to benumb the tender feelings of 
the soul, to darken the counsel of God by words with- 
(mt knowledge ; words which represent religion as a 
dreadful task, God as a hard master, sin as a very 
light thing, this world as man's chief good, and hea- 
ven and hell as nothing but fables. I have for some time 
em]iIoyed some of my Irusty servants to revile religion, 
to scoff at Godliness, to persecute the pious, to deny 
even the existence of God, and the divinity of his 
Son Jesus Christ; yea I have employed some in writ- 
ing, othei-s in printing, and others in selling, profrae 
songs, athesiastical compositions, deiatical argument*, 
and blasphemous assertions ; ail of which aie oilculs- 
ted lo promote my kingdom in the world, 



Thy nest piece of advice runs thua, " use your ut- 
most eodeuvours to prevail ua parents not to train uti 
thtir children in the fear of the Lord." I am well 
convinced by the success which 1 have already obtain- 
ed in this work, there is not a more effectual way to be 
found, no not among all the artifices of the bottomles* 
pit, tuTuin both parents and children, than the way 
prescribed by thee: being convinced of this, 1 hav« 
directed my insinualiuns to the minds of parenl^ after 
the following manner. 1 persuade them that if they 
are only carutul to bring up their children to get a live- 
lihood, that is all that can be required of them; by 
this stratogeni of mine, many thousauda are as ignorant 
uf God as the beasts that perish. By my tnsiuuatioa* 
pareuls are prevented from sending their children to 
those places where they may gain instructions. Thou 
mayest rest satisfied, that J am quite pleased, at see- 
ingso many thousands of children, who are not able 
to xe:id a. letter in the booli ; and although there are 
so many free schools, and Sunday schools, yet my in- 
flneace over the minds of parents is so great, that 1 
prevail on them to keep their children at boine ; aud 
not only so, but I do all that 1 can, to prevail on pa- 
rents to keep ttieir children from the means of grace, 
the ordinances of the gospel, and the enjoyment of 
religion. 

lu pursuit of this design, I prevailed on the old 
Mr. Severe to make use of the roughest measures, in 
attempting to keep bis son from that which 1 hate, i.e. 
religion. 1 told the old man, that religion would b« 
the ruin of him and alt his family, if his son was not 
stopped in season : therefore said I, your best way (in 
order to cure him at once) is to beat him till you beat 
bis religion out of him, aud if by that means you can- 
not accomplish your purpose, fiarve it out of him, by 
keeping him without food ; and if that will not avail, 
turn him out of your house, then you will be sure to 
get rid of him, and his religion, both at once, and ahu 
preserve the rest of the family from infection. The old 
man W49 all obedience to my commands, took my ad. 
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vice, and did as I persuaded luin« He senred kis sob | \ 
almost as bad as I myself could wish> and by tbt 
means, completely frightened the young man out of la 
serious impressions. The old man and all hb haSt^ 
are now as faithhil to me as mortals can be. I hxn 
also held some conversation with Mrs. Haughty, r- 
specting her daughter, who a little while ago desertoi 
my service, and now joins in the worship of him Yfkm 
name I hate. I told Mrs. Haughty that religion wu 
quite out of the fashion, and that her daughter mi|^ 
as well be out of the world as out of the fashioa. I 
told her secondly, that religion was piM^tised bj 
no persons of note, or consequence ia life; that dok 
but a few of the low liyed class were superatitioiu 
enough to think any thing about it, and that her danghr 
ter was letting herself down far below that dignity in 
life which it became her to look forward to. 

dd. — I tell her that her daughter in following such 
unfashiojiable ways, in associating willLsuch a low-hfe 
class and em ploying all her thoughts about religion, 
renders herself quite rediculous in the eyes of aH the 
fashionable people of the day ; that she is a di^KUioiir 
to all the rest of the family, and not only a dtshonoar 
to that part of the family now alive, but also to all their 
noble ancestors, who have always been people of credit 
and honour in the world. I continued to influence Mrs. 
Haughty 's mind in this* way, till her pride rose to. such 
a pitch, that she declared she would rather see. her 
daughter buried a thousand times over, than see her 
family dishonoured by these unfashionable ways. I 
very often have a lit^e couvensation with the old' Mr. 
l.pve-ihe-world about his servants and children who 
appear to havetoomuch regard for religion(at least too 
much of it for rae) I often tell the old man that 'the 
religion of his family will bringhim to poverty, and 
that in the course of a year he is pounds the worse for 
i|:,for now they will neitoer buy nor sell on the sabbath, 
nor keep his accounts, nor settle his temporal affairs 
01) tha^ sacred day, I endeavour to insinuate inio his 
mipd^.qi^licious, thoughts s^osireligion^ by ttiting 
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^ bim that hisM^nrMits are praying wfaile they' ought t» 
^ be working, aod that even on the sabbath while they 
^' are attending a place of religions Worship, I tell him 
^ they ought to be doing something to promote his wotld- 
-* ly interest. Having peFsaaded the old man that all 
^ this is certainly true, and that his worldly intsrests are 
^ at stake, I can easily persuade him to hate the cause 

■ of God, the people of God, and even the Almighty 

■ himself for the sake of worldly gain ; in this way I 
prevail on parents to keep their children back from 
God, and by the same means I prevail on masters to 
keep their servants from the path of life. Thou may 
be satisfied that I do -all I can, to keep up the present 
spiritof fraud, oppression, deceit, and robbery; and 
am making use of every means in my power not only 
tocontinue, bat also to increase this spirit in every part 
of the world. Bymy insinuatioin, the great ones of 
the earth are always wanting to be greater still, if a 
man is worth ten thousand, I tell him that it would be 
to his inEnite advantage, if he was worth twenty thous- 
and. If his fortune increases to twenty thousand, I still 
tell him that he might as well be worth forty thousand. 
So that I keep their minds in perpetual agitation; for 
they are always forming schemes and devising plans 
for the increase of their property, and the extent of 
their power. In order to increase their property, I tell 
them that they must relieve no beggars however great 
their distress may be, no, not if they are perishing for 
want and starving in the streets. 

2d. — that they must increase the price of every thing 
they have to sell, to the very utmost extent, 
even against the voice of conscience, the dictates of 
reason, and the declarations of scripture. 

3d.— -That they must be careful to give but a veiir 
low price for every tiling they want to buy. I teach 
them to beat down the needy sellers to the very lowest, 
to undervalue their goods, and to take every advantage 
of such people, that lieth in their power. 

4th.— That. the wages t)f the labouring class must be 
dropped, although their families are in a state of star- 
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vation already, for want of the necessaries of Hie. 
5th. — To allow those who come for parish relief J 
■ot even enough to buy them bread and water ; yei, 
let them starve in their houses, or perish in the stiecd; 
and any person may see that these persuations of niiK 
are not without effect, for how many are there to tfav 
day, who are on the point of starvation in a plentifii 
land. By the oppression of the rich the poor are dri- 
ven to plunder and steal, and then I am pleased enough 
in getting them executed as soon as possible, that I 
may get them down to my dreadful den, where there ti 
weeping and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, and thoie 
rich oppressors if they repent not, are sure sooa to 
come after. As for those called religious, I fear them 
BjOt, because (as thou hast said) the beauty of tlie 
world, and its bewitching charms hath attracted thek 
hearts, and taken up all their attention. And -with re- 
gard to their priests, I am quite satisfied with the cos- 
duct of most of them ; for they are very careful, not 
to injure me at all, either by their preaching or their 
Jiving. And many of them are among my best friends, 
for they have done, and are doing, more to prosM>te 
my kingdom in the world, than any other men on 
earth. Many of the Roman Catholic ministers, of all 
ages, have been actively engaged in my service ; yea 
some of the protestant established ministers of the 
church of England, and some of the dissenting minis- 
ters of all denominations, have promoted my interest, 
and forwarded my designs. I taught the pope to think 
himself infallible. I taught then! first, and still teach 
them to believe, one after another, that they are the 
successors of St. Peter, although they are not in the 
least like him. I have taught them to rise in pride 
from one degree to another, till they were lifted up, and 
exalted (in their own minds) even above all that is 
called God. Their popes, cardinals, bishops, priests, 
friars, &c. have learnt of me the hellish art of tyra- 
nising over men's consciences, and of murdering those 
who differ from them in points of faith. I instructed 
their priests at first, in the soul destroying doctrine 
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of transubstaQtiatiot), and prevailed on them^ by this 
'ineans, to wotiship a wafer instead of the true God, 
by which means, thousands being deceived, have per- 
ished in their sins, as they have been found guilty of 
l>ase idolitary ; I also taught them to bow down to 
'the image of the blessed virgin, and to adore a perish- 
ing image above God himself. X have taught them 
•from time to time, how to direct their petitions, and to 
offer their praises to, the saints, instead of worshiping 
•the most high God. I taught the Priests to believe 
they were able to pardon sins, and then 1 persuaded 
the people to trust in those living vanities. I instruct- 
ed them in the art of selling indulgence for gain. I 
taught them to erect inquisitions, for all those who 
.were more sound in faith, and more holy in practice 
than themselves. I taught them to stretch people oil 
the rack> till every limb was out of joint. 1 have led 
theni on to slaughter and blood shed, yea to perpetrate 
the most abominable cruelties, under a pretence of re- 
ligious zeal. By means of this intercourse, kept up 
between me and the Romish clergy, infidelity and im- 
piety has gained ground, heart- felt religion has been 
' neatly banished from the land, ungodly men have tri- 
umphed, the Almighty has been dishonoured, his word 
has been trampled under foot, true godliness has been 
disgraced, and thousands havie been eternally undone. 
And let me tell thee, that I have not only made' use 
of the priests among the Catholics, as instruments of 
unrighteousness to promote my designs, in completing 
the ruin of thousands of the human race, but I have 
also stirred up many of the ministers (so called,) among 
the protestants to forward my designs, of destroying as 
■many of the human race as I can. From the begin- 
ning, I have done all that I could, to get as many of 
my servants as possible, into the establishment, that 
they might take upon them the name of ministers of 
Christ, and ambassadors for God, though (as I may 
tell thee by the by,) they have no more love for reli- 
' gion than myself, neither have they any more desire to 
uee souls brought to God -than I have; nay, some of 
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them do me T«ry great fervice by th«ir idlenen m\ 
inconsistency, and because they love darknei^ 
rather than light, they preach no more than omi 
in a week, and it may be no more than once is t 
month, or perhaps not more than once in a year, if 
they can live witnout it, although thoiisands are per- 
ishing around them for lack of knowledge. I stiive 
to get as many of this sort into the miDiatry as I can, 
for I am sure that they will do me no real hurt, bot 
rather help forward my^ul murderinff work. Othen, 
(while they ought to be taking care of their spirituil 
charge) I send almost all oyer the country, in pursuit 
of foxes, hares, stags, &c. I find others employment, 
by sending them out with the fowling-piece. TThese 
delight more in killing partridges, pheasants, wood- 
cocks, &c, than they do in feeding the flock of 
Christ. I employ them in these different pursuits, od 
purpose to divert their minds from that w^ich ought 
to be their chief concern, — namely, the salvation of 
the people's souls, who are placed under their care. 

Perhaps thou art almost led to wonder, how I g«t 
them to engage in such mean pursuits, while they are 
professed ministers of the gospel of him who wa« al- 
ways meek and lowly in heart. In order, therefore 
to remove thy astonishment, I will in a few words, 
unfold the method by which I entice them into these 
follies, which are a disgrace to the ministerial order. 

1st. — I endeavour to keep them from prayer,(if ever 
they learnt to pray,) and communion with God, (if 
ever they enjoyed it,) for I know as long as ever they 

5 ray earnestly to God, nothing can be done : therefore 
strive to keep them from it. 

2d. — As soon as ever they neglect prayer, they lose 
; sight of the value of the souls committed to their care; 
if their eyes were ever opened far enough to see their 
. value. 

3d. — I cause them to forget (if ever they learnt) the 

duties of the important station which they occupy ,and 

the solemn account they must give, when they come to 

' stand before God; the Judge of all, who will reader 
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« 4o •tery man according to his works; when non* tmt 
i the good and faithful servant shall enter Into the jijf 
i of Ms Lord. 

4th. — I tempt them to associate with ungodly ment 
t and to choose them as their bosom companions; by this 
1 means, they are drawn into all the fashionable follies 
I of the day. 

ir 6th.-^I tell them that a little recreation is necessary, 

( And harmless. Necessary^ for it promotes health, gires 

I rigour to the mind, and increases a social disposition. 

6th. — I tell diem that to deny themselves of those 

lawful recreations, is the very way to be ranked 

among modem enthusiasts ; which I make them think 

would be unbearable to men of honour and parts. 

7.— In order thati may strengthen them in the neg- 
lect of their duty, I tell them the christian religion 
was never designed to prevent them from attending 
places of fashionable amusement. 

6th.— I tell them that none refrain from attending 
these places, and from the enjoyment of those plea** 
sures, but a few modem methodists, puritans, and 
enthusiasts. 

Sometimes the consciences of 'these men prove ra- 
ther troublesome ; but I tell them that there can be 
no great barm in following those pleasures which are 
quite suitable to nature itself, and why, (I ask them) 
should you deny yourselves of diose pleasures, merely 
because a few weak headed enthusiasts cannot relisn 
them. In this way, I have carried on a considerable 
trade with several of the clergy, for a number of years, 
and in following my advice, they have done me more 
service, even than infidels; for while the people see 
ministers a thousand times more earnest in gratifying 
the carnal desires of their own hearts, than they are 
in saving souls from death, what can they think, but 
that ministers themselves look on religion as d delusion? 
for many of them while they ought to be searching 
God's word for heavenly treasure, that would enable 
them to feed the people's soub with the bread of life, 
are searching the hedges and woods for foxes and bar«iU 
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While they ought to be running the race which God 
basset before them with patience, and setting thereby 
before the people examples worthy of imitation , they 
are running after foxes and hares^ setting before them 
examples of dissipation & vanity. While they ought to 
be visiting the sick, assisting those in distress^ and 
helping the helpless ; praying with them, talking to 
them, and exhorting them to seek and serve the Lord, 
I send them to the theatre, the horse race, or soma 
place else, equally dishonourable to themselves and 
the religion they profess, and hurtful to the souls pla- 
ced under their care. Thou may est see, that thes^ 
men promote my kingdom not a little, for — 

1st. — They engage in my service themselves. 

2d. — They draw others into it by their example. 
. 3d. — They dishonour religion, and bring it into dis-f 
grace, and thereby gratify my mind exceedingly. 

4th. — They strengthen my kingdom, by filling un 
those places, which |^ if filled up by better men, it 
would be greatly to my disadvantage. I also fill th^ 
minds of many of these men, with a zeal (almost flam-i 
ing) against dissenters of all kinds. In this way, 
I prevail on them to do no good themselves, and also 
io binder others who Mfould make the attempt. I ad-* 
vise them not to preach themselves, and to make use 
of all the power they have to prevent others from doT 
ing so. And that I may get them to persevere in this 
work, and prop my tottering kingdom as well as they 
can, I persuade them, that dissenters of all kinds are 
bad designing men. « 

2d. — That no man ought to preach the gospel unless 
he be regularly ordained, according to the form of or-? 
dination practised in the church of England. 

3d. — I tell them that the greatest part (if not all) of 
ihem are dreadful enthusiasts. That such pretences as 
they make to inspiration, perceptable conversion, eyi-> 
deuces of pardon, and religious enjoyments, are delu- 
sions and diabolical impositions. 

4th.^-I persuade them, that if the dissenters ar^ 
suffered to go on as they now do, their numlx^ wU} 
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Continue to increase, until by and by they take ^l^e 
reins into their own hands aiid overcome the church* 
By these stratagems, I have prevailed on them from 
'time to time to revile, persecute,and slander the best 
of men veho earnestly desire the salvation of all, and 
labour night and day for the good of souls. Not only 
8o,but t have prevailed on some of the clergy to take 
some of the most astonishing steps to prevent the pro-* 
gresB of the Gospel at different times, and in different 
iplaces. And as I have already let thee into the light 
of some of my tricks, I will also let thee into the light 
of a few of them in this way, it will not be amiss to in- 
form them first of all, that there are still in England^ 
hundreds of places where the people are as ignorant as 
brute beasts, in spiritual things, and it is my delight 
to keep them so, for I love to see them perishing for 
lack of knowledge, sometimes it happens that certain 
preachers whom I hate (because they strive to do good) 
are sent by the providence of Almighty GFod to preach 
the gospel to them that they maybe saved, ''for 
faith Cometh by hearing " Thou knowest that 1 hate 
faithful preaching, and therefore I always do something 
Or other if possible to counteract its effects. 

At certain times, when preachers have visited places 
of this description with a aesign to do good, and with 
an intention to deliver the word faithfully, while the 

Jreacher hath been preaching, being in the heart of 
is discourste, I have persuaded the Rev. divine of 
the place, to go and stop him, and break up the con- 
gregation. At other times when preachers have em- 
tered any place, where there is no fear of God, and 
'lire persuading the people with weeping, to *' flee 
from the wrath to come if any good has been likely 
to be the result, I have sent the parson and constable 
l^ho have taken the preacher to the magistrate, and 
from thence to prison, as if he had been a theif. 

At other places I order my affairs in such a way, 

' that the greatest part of the people are under some 

particular obligation to an ungodly minister ; now 

these dare not receive the gospel into their houses; for 

E 3 , 
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fear of affrontinff hiin,lea8t be should withdraw Usf^' 
▼ours or raise tiie tithe, these ministeni (if they ue 
worthy of the name) cannot promote my interest beUe 
than they do, as they serre me faithfully therosehe^ 
and do all they can to keep others in my senrice. 
that all the clergy were of this stamp, men rerj kw 
would find their way to heaven ; but to viy sonrow 
they are not, for some of them are zealous to ssTe 
th<e souls of those who are placed under thoir care. I 
hate those who preach with life and power^ for Atn 
do me considerable injury, by enforcing on the nuiai 
of the people the necessity of being bo;rn agfUD, These 
are likely *' to save themseWes and^^ t||9Np thai heir 
them.'* .^^ > 

As for dissent^ers and disspiiiiif . ml^tere^ I can 
assure thee that many of them i^^^y fip^dly to vaj 
Interest, and not withstanding mUnPiKeteiioieji to moce 
■anctity than others, many o( ^Hm fHftiilbei^ mpn and 
live in the practice of then)« to my great joy ^d their 
own destruction. I make many of the heareiis think 
that because they attend a place of worship conatantly 
they are sur^to be in the right way to heay^n, the' U 
mav b€ they are in the high road to hell,' I ain the 
father of tie$ I am constantly inventing sbrx^e niethod 
lo deoeive the people and make them think tkat they 
are in the right way to eternal glory, whil^ hell moves 
from beneath to meet them at their coming. ' This 
being the case, I have made use of evei^ pos3ibIe means 
to deceive dissenters as well as other people and.-*- 

1st— 'By making them rest in the shadow without 
enjojring the substance of true Godliness. 

2nd.-— By making them trust in the outward ineans 
while they have never felt the inward power. 

3rd.— ^y making them think very highly ofthw 
own piety, while they despise others. 

4th. — a J teaching them to trust in haying a iuuq0 
to live while they are dead. j m ^ 

6th.— By teaching them to rely on thenr own right- 
(QonsnesB for salvation ijistead of making personal ap- 
jlication to Christ, 
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6th. — ^By brioffiog them to place aft improper con 
I fideqce in what they term ri^t opiaioD«. 
I 7th. — In causing them to seek the honour ibdiL com^ 

I eth from men, while they neglect to secure that which 

II Cometh from God. 

I 8th. — By placing some of them on the pinnacle of 
pride and Tain g)ory till they ftJl into «ny own 
condemnation. 

9th.— -By tempting thmn to hate and revile one- 
anotber. 

10th. — Bybrineingotheisinto astate of onbeliefj 
till they d^pair ofobtaining mercy. 

ll|;h*-<-By prerailipgonotherstobe loversof plea- 
sure, more than lovers of God* 

lL2th. — By preyailiBg on them to imitate the world 
of ungodly, in iheir dre9S, conversation and conduct. 

13th.*— By presenting the world to their view, wit«h 
all its bewitching charms^ and inclining their hearts tp 
love il. 

14th.— I cause some of them to dishonour religion 
by improper conduct, to the jey of my servants who 
wait for tlieir halting; to the .great injury of weak b^ 
lievers, who are grieved on the aocounty and to the 
great hindrance of the work of God. 

I5tb.— Others after making a profession for' a num- 
ber of years, I prevail on by a variety of temptations, 
to turn back to the '' beggarly elements of the world'' 
— get them entangled in the yoke of bondage, and 
drowii them in sin and perdition. These bachiliders 
by departing from the good and the righteons way, do 
me more service than a thousand in^deU united, for by 
iheir backslidings, hands of ungodly men get strength- 
ened, the name of God b blasphemed, his cause in 
the earth is dishonoured, some of the weak are thereby 
turned out of the way, and others are made weaker 
still ; the hands of gospel ministers are made to hang 
down, and if they repent not, their own dammatlon 
will be miffhtily increased thereby. Thou mayest also 
rest assured, that I have not a little influence over the 

mindi oV^i^mikiiint of the various denominataoai^ 

.< .' . ■ f. -'aiiitf,. *• -f *i. ■ 
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■o that many of them by their preaching and condiut 
are instrumental in building up my kingdom; andthk 
they do by their pride, which renders them quite li 
dieuUnu at times, yea and even in the pulpit, so tliat 
instead of setting their hearers such examples of ho- 
mility as becomes their office, they set them such ex- 
amples of pride and vain glory as tend to corhipt thi 
mind, and draw them from the simplicity of Chiist 
I send some of them into the pulpit with their hair 
stuck up in a manner that might frighten a person nA 
acquainted with such ridiculous nonsense; by this 
means I get them instead of teaching their hearers not 
to be conformed to this world, to teach by their coii- 
duct, a lesson quite the reverse. I make some msi 
as proud of their abilities, as they could be if they 
had the abilities of an angel ; and while they yalnlj 
think that they can preach like angels, I make then 
as proud as devils at the thoughts of it. But no me- 
thod is so advantageous to my interest,as their discords 
and contentions. This being the case, I do all that I 
can, to promote those jars which are so much to my 
advantage. I get even some of the preachers to think 
that theirs is the only true church on earth, and that 
all people who differ from their mode of church go- 
vernment, or from their views, on some intricate sub- 
ject, are abominable hypocrites. 

When preachers of this stamp ascend the pulpit, t 
employ them in dealing out their anathemas (without 
mercy) on all those, who dare to differ from their vievrs 
on any point. In this way 1 have employed the Catho- 
lics to revile, curse, and abuse the Protestants, both 
in the pulpit and out of it ; yea, tu rack^ burn, and 
murder them, as if they had actually been worse thaa 
devils. In the very same manner I have employed the 
' Protestants to deride, persecute, and slander the Dis- 
ienters of every denomination, as if they were worse 
^han beasts. And as it respects the dissenters of diffe« 
ent denominations, I am busily employed in filliog 
their minds with prejudice one against another, and to 
my great joy let me speak it, that I have succeeded ia 
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this work very well, for to such a pitch have I brought 
them, that the Calvanist preachers, many of them, 
spend more than one half of their time, in abusing the 
Arminians with the most bitter language, and the most 
disgraceful appellations. I keep also many of the Ar* 
minian preachers employed in returning them nearly 
the same* compliments. I persuade the Annabaptists 
to preach up immersion, as if the salvation of the hu- 
man race entirely depended on it, and stigmatize, as 
people who know nothing as they ought to know, all 
those who differ from them ; and many others who hold 
the contrary sentiments act nearly the same in respect 
to them. Very often I prevail on those who are set 
apart to preach the gospel of Christ, to employ their 
time in railing on all those who cannot, for conscience 
sake, fall in with their views and feelings. In fact I 
often get the pulpit converted into a box for railing 
and abuse, so that many of the preachers, instead of 
opposing sin, do very little or no tiling, besides slander 
and oppose each other. As long as I can prevail, on 
the professed ministers of the gospel, to proceed in this 
way, I have no doubt but I shall keep up my interest 
in the English nation ; but if at any time things should 
take a different turn, and ministers learn to preach as 
Paul did of old, I fear tny kingdom will come dowA 
to the ground ; but so long as they live and preach as 
they now do, I believe I have no cause for fear or a- 
larm ; my kingdom will remain secure, and these low<- 
er regions will be peopled very fast, for thou seest that 
I have both preacher and people working for me, ei- 
ther directly or indirectly. And as to those few who 
have disavowed all allegiance to me, I shaiU do the 
best that I can to get them back in my service again*. 
Thus I have given thee a very short account of my 
proceedings — and a very short account it ils ; for I 
make useof a thousand stratagems, which are not made 
known to any mortal creature. T go about. like 'Sa 
roaring lion*' in pursuit of prey, '^seekingwhom I may 
devour" and am constantly inventing some scheme to 
ruin and destroy the souls of men ; to. dishonour the 
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name of God, and establish my kingdom io theearflLl 
Thousands of my servants are employed in this woiij 
We are sure, by some means or otber, to visit all tkj 
sons and daughters of men. Our vigilance is so g 
that not one escapes our notice^ or lives without ei* 
perieocing our influence^ We make bold enough tt 
visit the palace as well as the cottage, and the Kii| 
as well as the subject. We sometimes ride in thecoack 
with the nobleman, and at other times we travel froa 
door to door with the beggar. We often go to the 
church and the chapel ; yea we ascend the pulpit with 
the preacher, get into the desk with the clerk, and at 
in the pews with the people. Some Jewo reject oai 
company with disdain, but the greatest part, are quite 
willing to give us all the encouragement that we caa 
wish for ; uiey receive our visits at all times with iez" 
diness, and listen to our persuasions with attentioo,aDd 
obey all eur commands with diligence, I am a 
constant companion for thousands. There is scarcel; 
any business taken in hand, but I have something to 
do with. I very often sit in the parliament bouse and 
help frame the laws of the realm. I often visit courts 
of judicature ; yea, I sit on the bench with the judge, 
I appear in the box with the witnesses, and stand at 
the bar with the criminal. There is no man whether 
black, white, yellow, or green ; whether in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, or America, but I am willing to take 
into my service, and possess as my property, and they 
shall be welcome to my dreadful den at last. I could 
tell a thousand more of my snares, but at present 
I wish to say no more, only by way of conclusion, I 
wish to tell thee that thesis lines are written for thy in- 
struction by one who is not altogether ignorant of my 
devices ; while I subscribe myself the Father of lies, 
the grand deceiver of mankind, the accuser of the bre- 
thren, the enemy of souls, or the roaring lion seeking 
whom I may devour. 

FINIS. 




It is well known to all, that my petition to have 
Lazarus sent from the dead was rejected, and I ex- 
perienced the melancholy disappointment of being re- 
{)ulsed with" They have Moaes and the prophebi 
et them hear them," and '* if they hear not, Mosee 
and theprophetfi.neither will they be persuaded though 
one rose from the dead." The anguish which my 
feelings sustained at the thought of being so repulsed 
was indescribable, and tanded to heap fresh misery on 
mywretched head which was sufficentlj miserable befor* 
And particularly the thought of being so repulsed by 
Abraham (who according to the flesh was my father) 
was intolerable, and toriured my soul with the most 
ixquisite pain. The disappointment fell on mo with a 
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frreaier weight &U11, fiom the consideration thit pi 
▼ions to this time 1 had only tired to be obeyed, aMI 
njy VI ill was the law of my attendants : at myGnB-l 
mand each ran in a way of obedience, it was ooly ts 
ssiy to one, go, and he went ; to another, come 
became, and now that 1 condescended to ask so s 
a favour and to be denied, stung me to the ten 
quick : nevertheless after all this treatment, a friend 
to you my bretheren, on^ who is really desirous of 
your welfare, and interestly longs for your salvalioQ, 
hath kindly undertaken to write you a few lines ia my 
behalf; in doing which he will first lay before yen a 
statement of the crimes for which I suffer, secondly he 
will give you an account of the miseries which I en- 
dure; and thirdly give yoii a solemn warning lest you 
also come into this place of torment I have no idea 
that writing this letter to my brethren'will ia the least 
abate my pain, but I dreadfnlly fear that their coming 
here would increase it, & let it be o'bserved that those 
whom I address as brethren are not my brethren ac- 
cording to the flesh, for they are long since gone the 
way of all flesh, and have taken up their abode in the 
bouse appointed for all living but those I address ai 
brethren who are living as I lived in forgetfulness 
of God, and in the pursuit of earthly vanities and' 
fleshly delights ; these are my brethren in the strictest 
sense. • 

1st.— Because they are living under the influence of 
the same carnal mind which I obeyed. 

2nd. — Because they are treaditig the same steps^ 
and following the same track which I followed. 

3rd.— Because they are serving the same master, 
and are children of the same father to whom I once 
belonged and do still belong. 

4th. — Because they are now travelling to the same 
place to which I once travelled, and am now arrived. 

5th. — Because they are heirs to the same misery 
and punishment which I now endure. These are my 
brethren, and these 1 shall warn '* least they also 
come into this place of torment." ^Aiid oh !. that they 
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«ft«y Mite tfie timely vwmug, betfbr^ Uieir sins iiiii 
tliem out. ^Bnt the crimes for which I snlFer shaU 
fint b« ^tftted • Arid What are they ? 

Was It ever kttowii that my tcmgiie vras empbyed 
in Uaapheming my maker, or in calling fordamnatioii 
ttnmyowusoof, or the soirlsr of my feUoTr mortalift 
Notlnivg of this kiin) was erer laid to my charge ; had 
even a thou^tt of this: kind been suggested to my miad^ 
my seal wduld hav^ recoiled at the very Mea, and had 
rt heen possible for ny month to utter such an e:xpresr 
sioti, till hefty something Kke what I now feel, would 
instantly have seized me, and my conscience likesom^ 
raging tempest, or fiaming thunderbolt, would hare 
struck afi* ray comforts dead, and though as yet out of 
heir^; I certauily should have felt as 1 do now I am in 
it, the 4ames only excepted. Was it ever known that 
I persecuted religion, or treated the scriptures vrith 
)i6irtempt ? No, I never satin the scorner's chair, t 
ifiras so far from tMs, that I always reverenced the wor- 
ship'ef *43^od f often did 1 read the ivritings of Moses, 
a^nd my feet frequently carried me to the synagogue^ 
where c assc^oshled with the worshippers of the Locd^ 
and aftended the lectures of the scribes, who sat in 
Moses^ seat. DSd I diespise and profane the sabbaths 
Tof the Most High? Did I spend them in rebellion 
against Gcody by nrnning with the multitude to do 
evil ? No» my soui came not into their secret, mine 
honour was not mifted to them: I detested their con- 
duct, and* shunned Are company of such as pro&ned 
the sacred day. 

* What then was my crime ? Was I ever known to 
be a gross-fdohtter ? My knees never bowed down t6 
the idols oT tht nations,nor didlever worship wood and 
•tone r 1 was not bi notorious liar, nor an adulterer ; 
I was not^ an highway robber, nor a murderer ; mj 
hands where itever stained with innocent blood, nor 
my conduct by perjury and rebellion. What then 
was my crime t ah ! liere the sad detail begins. 

1st.— «I negieeted the one thing needful, and iii th4 
iBuhtj^cfty or other things forgot my* God and my 
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•oal ; not that I neglected the ezteraals of religioi^ 
iiOy I attended to these, but unfortunate' wretch thtt 
I was, I. rested here, and knew nothing of religioi 
)i>ut the form ! and built my hopes of heiaTen on ay 
supposed good works : thus while 1 drew near to God 
with my mouthy and honoured him with my lips, bj 
heart was far from him; he was not in all my thonslik 
but my heart was going after my coyetousneaB mile 
my body was in the temple of the Lord, Oh, detest- 
ed wretch that 1 was thus to grasp at the shadow aid 
lose the substance, to content myself with forms aid 
ceremonieSfWhile my heart was like a cage of andets 
Ibirds, and what ought to have been devoted to God 
as an house of prayer became a den of theivea. That 
miserable 1 lived amidst all mv pomp and shew is 
forgetfulness of God, till suddenly precipitated into 
this dreadful gulf. When shall 1 leave this dreadfol 
place! When will deliverance come ? Alas! there 
IS no hope. Tremble at my fate ye that forget God 
lest he tear you in pieces, while there b Bona to 
deliver. 

2d. — I lived under the influence of the carnal mind, 
which is of itself, enmity against God, nor marvel 
then that my conduct was displeasing to him, for my 
heart was not right with God ; its pride, its coyetous* 
ness, its unbelief, its evil thoughts, its vain ^lory, and 
hypocrisy, all tended to provoke him who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. Thus while man re- 
yerenced me,God who seeth not as man seeth abhored 
ine ; while they reverenced my sanctity, he abhored 
py hypocrisy; while they trembled at my power» he 
despised my folly ; and while they admired me as 
Vich and honourable, he beheld me as poor, helpless, 
wretched, miserable, blind and naked. Thus I lived 
a provocation to the eyes of his glory, till by and by 
when ripe for destruction, he moved his strong arm, 
and I fell an helpless victim to his wtath and fury : 
and (dreadful to relate, and worse to feel) I endure all 
)iis vengeance, which falls on me to the utmost. Oh 
that the rocks might fall on nie ^nd fhe tpountainp. 
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eover me ? then should I find a shelter from his in- 
dignation : but ah ! (soul rendering thought) no shel- 
ter is afforded me, O ye who are living under the 
influence of the carnal mind, and remain unconverted, 
you are my brethren^ and are hastening to this, plac^ 
of torment. 

3rd. — I lived like the world and loved it, its riches 
honours, preferments, grandeurs, pleasures, &c. at ^ 
tracted my attention, and engaged my heart, andnow- 
too late, I know that ''if any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him " and ^\ if any man 
will be a friend to the world he is the enemy of 
God." I unhappily pursued the pleasures which are 
^ut for a nioment and lost those which are eternal id 
the heavens. I too eagerly sought the approbatioa 
of men, and incurred the displeasure, and indignation, 
of God ; I sought with all diligence, worldly grandeur 
and vain pomp, and now I find nothing but Megra- 
-datiou and woe ; ' I loved greetings in the market 

? laces, and delighted in bein? called Rabi of men, 
have often chosen the chief places in the synagogues 
and uppermost rooms at feasts, but took no care for 
those real honours that come from God only. My 
mind was so taken up in getting the chief plac^ in th^ 
synagogues, and the upper most rooms at feasts-, that 
I totally neglected to get a seat in heaven, and now am 
doomed to hell, where the devils themselves mock at 
my folly, and deride me on account of my 'dreadful 
choice for I have chosen death in the error of my ways 
in that I would not seek after life. Oh^ that I might 
be stationed on earth once more ! how would I desjpis« 
as dung and dross all terrestial things, if I might be a 
candidate once more for an immortal crown ; but 
how vain the wbh; my time of probation is past; 
mercy is clean gone for ever, and an helpless wretch 
I must for ever lie, exposed to all the horrors of this 
dreadful pit. Ob*, that the almighty would let fall 
the weight of his vengeance,and in one moment, cans6 
' me to be for ever annihilated, but ah, no such mercy 
fcir ma : 1 woold bat cannot die ; I seek death but u 
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flies from jne, I caDnot find it - Keep ^ at a& 
lance from this dreadful gulf. Take the tunely wan* 
log, lest you also come into this place of tonaent. 

4th. — ^I oiisimproved the talents committ^ to m 
care. I vainly thought myself the sole proprietor of 
all that was put into mj hands, land therefore adil 
not as one who must give aocqunt ; but ales ! nowl 
find that 1 was only a steward, and posaesed nothiaf^ 
which with the least degree of propriety I could caB 
ny own. The Lord put into my hand talents of iai« 
lous kinds. 

1st. — He put into mv hands the talent of time ; tUp 
I not onl;^' misiinprovedp but dreadfully abused ^instesil 
of improving it, I devoted it to the worst of purposca 
^nd whereas the almighty expected me to bring fortk 
fruit to his glory, lonly brought forth wild fruit, friil 
^displeasing to hun, and destructive to my own 'soul. 

2n(l. — He put into my hands the talent of worldly 
wealth. I do not suffer merely because I was ridi^ 
no, this was the gift of God^ or rather a talent put into 
my hands for my improvement ; but I subverted ths 
border of heaven, ana turned the best of blessinga into 
the worst of curses, and instead of spareing what! 
could to feed the bowels of the poor, I rioted iyi 
)uj:ury and prodigality ,and provoked the Iiord toangar 
'by my inattention to the wants of others^ while I fared 
Slimptuously every day. My table wsa spread^ witj^ 
luxuries, while others were starving for want of 
^ece39aries. U with what horror do . 1 recollect that 
poor man, who lay at my gate full of sores^. desiriAg 
to be fed with the crumbs which fell from my table^ 
while I scarofily allowed him these. But now he is 
comfpy'ted and I am tormented ; yea, topnented indeed 
and Justly tormented ; tormented, for ev^ and evev. 
J fari^d sumptuously every day, being clothed with 
purple, and tine linen, while others were naked and 
destitute of all things. That pour man lay at mj 

f\te full of sores, and I took no account, of his miserjfi 
ut left him to the compassion of the.dogs* which caiae 
and licjked his sores, while. I neglected wi dgspiyqi 
liim as unworthy of my notice'or regard. 
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'■ Mi.«— Ireoait^d^ygood things on earth. Thejr 

were my goodthing;^; ibetliiBgs which I desired^ana 

dctHghted in ; the things I sought and loyed. Thus 

I xnade a God of the world» and the things that wen 

^in it I n^ idols were set up in my heart. I choosed 

this world asiiiy portion ^ but my gold and silver is 

.^sanberedjand now the rusl appears as a witness against 

^jpe. I loved these things In preiferenee to my bqu1» 

. mhd now I have justly lost both. O what shaU I givt) 

'in exchai^e for my soul I Had I now thousands of 

,poid and eilvei!, 4t should 4y like dust before the wind 

if I might but obtain a deliverance from this place, 

hut nop 'here I am oonfiaed \i^ the dreadful gulf whidi 

.is.impassible, and therefore i cannot esoape. These 

^lore the crimes -for which I suffer, and all those who 

ve guilty of all, oi^ any of these crimes are my brch 

thren. To thes^ I shall five the solemn warning, lest 

they also con^ intp this. place of torment. And in 

.^rdierto thi^, I rtiall according to my proposed plan, 

^ve you an account of the miseries I endure. Aiid-t- 

lst»-*-A sense of the loss 1 have sustained, is of i^ 

ae^f a calamity aJqiost insupportable. Once I was 

sitting at ease, Q(ad dwelling in a magnificent palace, 

^rroanded by toy jovial companions ; attended by 

dutiful servants; ekithed with purple and :fine linen*; 

feeding on the richest prodace oi the Ited ; having 

geld and silver i/a abundance* My eyes stood oiit 

with fatness, I had more than heart could wish. But 

O how siiddeeiy was I snatched from the very Ihinas 

in which my heart delighted.. In these things was aH 

rw^ pleasure and.pride, my joy and comfort, my him 

and satisfaction. O a these things my heart was fixed, 

afid affections placed* But O how dre«d6il my fate, 

. not one of all these things .could I take with me, but 

was suddenly compelled to- leave them all behind. O 

ithat.I could have eaifried them with me i But not; 

tbia was an indulgence with whith I.ceuld not be f%- 

•(vored, no np» I have lost all. But this leov '^ .blit 

,triflM0» when (eomtNured with what I have lost beside. 
X09 iate I fiiid,,(tiiottgb I ^thoaght bnt little ab«mt it 

V ^ 
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«Uta oo eaKb,) that hod I dedicated my life to OoA, 
which was my reasonable service, there was a crom 
ot f;lorjr, and a kingdom which cannot be movetl, 
richly prepared and freely bestowed, as God's free gift 
on ail his faithful servants. A servant of the Lord'i 
I might have been, and then, this kingdom irooU 
have been my place of residence, and this crown mj 
diadem of glory ; there I should have been in tM 
heights of happiness, surrounded with glory and boB- 
our. Angels would have been my companions, aod 
God my everlasting friend. Heaven hoa then ben 
iny home, and I should have dwelt above the stan. 
Never fading would have been my joys, and nun 
distant from me, as heaven is from these dreadful < 
verns in which 1 dwell. Darkness never entera 
land of light ; affliction is never felt, and so 
woe, is never so much as tasted. All this and a tbori*^ 
Band times more have 1 lost, lost for ever, and ever^ 
-O how dreadful is my loss ! and how irrepairable * 
my misery 1 oh that these joys were offered me oni 
more, and this crown and kmgdom set before 
my privilege, how would I strive, but it is for ei 
too late, the glory is departed and all is lost. 
But if the lose was all, how would my mi 
alleviated: I have gained, O what have I gained? l) 
have gained the wrath of an angry God, which reigi 
in dreadful triumph here. The place of my pre 
residence is awful beyond description ; no woNh 
paint the scene; even the language of immortality I 
would foil to describe it. This awful place, this drea^ 1 
Air prison, is one dreary waste of woe, one cruel 
scene of desolation and misery, one wide extended 
.world of extreme wrelchednest;, a furnace ever fluB- 
ing, and a 6re always burning, justly descriptive of 
'the wralh of an offended God, and of the vengeancB J 
of Him whose frown formed thia tremendous gulf. I I 
Cost my eyes around, and what do 1 see ? I see no- | 
thing but what slrikes me with terror. Her 
extended sea of ever-burning sulphur, (he roar tf I 
whese flames is terrible. On this sea 1 am tossed ep f 
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ftttd down, from place to place, while its formidable 
waves, as if driven by some furious tempest, boil, and 
TUB, and fall, till I am overwhelmed, confounded, and 
almost lost, and yet suddenly I revive again. I look 
round this world of woe, but no help do I see; 'tii 
flaming fire and burning brimstone every where, I 
turn from place to place, and it is all the same ; its 
extent is immeasurable ; its depth is unfathomable ; 
and its miseries are intolerable. The company that I 
hare here b almost as intolerable as the fire : O how 
unlike the company I had on earth ! there each one 
endeavoured to make me happy. My servants awaik- 
«d my orders with the greatest attention, and execut- 
•d my commands with the strictest punctuality ; my 
physicians were always ready to administer a cordi^ 
when I was afilictfd. My inferiors bowed with reve- 
renee at my feet, while my equals behaved themselves 
courteously, and even my superiors disdained me not. 
But here how vast thealteration ! 1 dwell in the midat 
of ghastly fiends, who are so far from compassion, aa 
heaven is from these doleful shades. Being full of ma- 
lice, they sport with my miseries, and aggravate my 
torments. If 1 complain of my situation, they up- 
braid me with " It was your own choice." If 1 pour 
out my soul in groans and cries, it appears to afford 
them a dreadful kind of satisfaction, for they only da- 
opise and mock me. If I complain of its being severe, 
they tell me that I deserve it. If I wish for the end, 
they bid me look forward to eternity ; and thus by a 
dreadful art in tormenting souls, they keep me always 
on the rack. Here in this dreadful pi'.. 1 have no 
rest day nor night. My eyes are ever tormented with 
the sight of ugly fiends, who art? constantly assnminf 
new forms of appearance more dreadful than the for- 
mer, and most trightful to behold, I hate these Mghti 
and yet they are continually before me ; I cannot a- 
Tcid them. I somettiiiea attempt to turn away my 
eyes from these sights of woe, but where shall I turn 
them ? on the right hand and on the left, before and 
behind, it n all the same. Tbew dreary wastw of 
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woe, these ugly fiends, aud tliese tormented loitl 
meet my eyes which way ever I look. My ears a' 
are filled with the moat dreadful sounda immagiii 
One moment they are tormented with the blasphe 
reproaches, derisions, scoffs, jeers, reviUags, &c. . 
derils; and in the same moment they are torments 
with the ahrielcH and cries of miserable souls, 
poor wretch cries out " O for a drop of water to ( 
my tongue." A second curses tlie day that he ' 
born; a third exclaims "when will these flames 1_ 

Suenched ?" a fourth blasphemes his maker, and .f 
fth cries, " rocks fall on us, mountains corer us fioiy J 
the face of God, and from the wratb of the Lamb." 
While my ears are filled with the most offensive soubcU 
my other senses are tormented also in a similar way. 
The sweetest fragrance presented to my sraell, is the 
stench of burning brimstone; while I am constantly 
afflicted with its taste. My feelings also sustain paio 
the most dreadful : no affliction on earth cau be com- 
pared to it, on account of its acutcneas, penetration, 
cxtention, and continuance. With regard to its a- 
cuteness, all language fails to describe it. What shall 
I compare it to ? The most burning fevers, the moat 
rageing inflamations, the most destructive plagues will 
give no idea of it; nay, if ail the disorders on eartU, 
were> to fall with all their weight in one moment on 
the same person, the pain felt, would still be tolerable 
when compared with this. With regard to its pene- 
tration, it strikes through every part. It is not ap 
outward disease only, but it reaches the very vitals, 
and penetrates the soul. With regard to its extenlion 
it torments every member, and each part of every 
member at the same time. And in its continuance, it 
is every moment the same, without the least iiiterniia- 
sioD, Not one moment can I be favored with ease 
or comfort. And its force is such, asuopowercau 
resist, I sometimes attempt a resistance, but all in 
vain ; it is irresistible ; and above all, its duration a 
eternal : I see no prospect of its coming to a conclt^ 
sion. My tecollections here are doubly strong, p&| 





licuUrly in ibooe thing;9 that are calculated to mftks 
mp laiserabte. £very tbing by which I have Hit'ronled 
the Majesty on high, now comes to my Feinemb ranee, 
and a thoiuatid sias, which 1 had no recoiled ion of 
till now, affright and terrify memostdr^adfully.These 
things, sometimes one by one, apd at other timee, au 
host of them at once, comes forth, to make my mis«i y 

I now recollect to my astonishment, all God's of- 
fers of mercy, which I have alighted and neglected. 
All those tatents which he put into my hands for im- 
provement, now appear before me, and my conscience 
charges me with the abuse of them; yea, the recollec- 
tion t>f every idle word that I have spoken, falls on 
me with a dreadful weight, snch a weight as I could 
form no idea of, till I entered these regions of woe. 

My conscience now is like a raging tempest, whose 
cruel ravages, makes all a desolation as far as it comes. 
It spoke with a dreadful voice while I lived, but now 
its sound is like the loudest peals uf thunder : in this 
way it terriliesiae continually; it sets up its awful tri- 
bunal within, and calls my past sins as witnesses against 
m«, and then pronounceth its harsh judgments, and 
executes iis severe threatenings in an hurrible manner ; 
so that I am continually pursued, hurried and scared, 
like men who flee in battle, and are pursued by their 
sidversaries, expecting every moment to be taken and 
executed: so am I pursued by this monster conscience, 
from moment to moment, and And not one moment'! 
rest or )>eace. My love for gold and silver is not in 
the least abated, but not one grain can I be favored 
with ; to that 1 am like a man who is continually a- 
ttairai, but gets nothing to satisfy his desires. I am 
full of earnest desires to be delivered from this place, 
but noprospeet of deliverance do I see; and so great 
ismy misery that I cannot get one drop of water to 
coot my tongue. By this sliort sketch you may see that 
I havemisery wiUioat happiness, sorrow without joy, 
pain without ease, atHirtion without health, despair 
without hope, wrath without mercy, and fire without 



58 

Aie drop of water to quench. Here tlie wonn 
not, and the Bames are ne?er extinguished, 
dwells the wrath of an Almighty God in itsutaolkj 
gour : and (O dreadful !) the smoke of my 
must ascend up for e?er and ever, while I caa tai 
no rest day nor night. 

" Infinite years must I in torments spend; 

And never, never, never see an end ? 

Ah ! must I dwell in torturing despair. 

As many years as atoms in the air r 

When these are done as many to ensue. 

As blades of grass on hills and dales that grew; 

When these are past, as many thousands more. 

As grains of sand upon the ocean's shore. 

When these run out as many millions more. 

As moments in the millions gone before. 

When all these doleful ^earsare spent in pain. 

And multiplied by millions vet again ; 

Till number drown the thought could I suppose. 

That then my wretched years would have a close. 

This would afford a hope; but O ! I shiver. 

To ponder on that dreadful word for ever ; 

I in this burning gulf blaspheming lie, 

Time is no more^ but vast eternity.'' 

I sometimes attempt to pray, but my prayers are 
beither answered nor regarded. And when I look up 
to the throne of God, his awful frown strikes terror 
through my very soul. His wrath is insupportable, 
and yet I must bear it. My punishment is intolerable 
and yet I must endure it. And what increaaeth my 
misery still, is this: 1 feel such an hatred against God 
that glad should I be, to pluck him from his shining 
throne, and cast him down to the gpround, and thus be 
avenged at once on him who inflicts all my mistry. 
But he is of one mind and who can turn him ? He m 
tmnipotentin power, and who can overcome hvn ? 
All my efforts are vain> and my attempts fr uitlcpj and 
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altlnugh my envy ia such, that I would pluck him 
from bis throne ; yet my weakness is such, that he 
Mill reigns uncontroled and tinmolestad. lie still i 
cootinaes the same, but dreadful enmity, makes me I 
iacomparably miserable because I cannot OTercoqM j 
liim. O dreadful 1 tny pnnishment is more than I 
bear. Take warning my brethren; that ye alio 1 
come not into this place of torment. ' 1 

Having set before you the punishments of thi*,] 
dreadful place, let me entreat you to take waroiogTl 

Isl. — Take warning by the miseries that T now en* 
dure. Consider very seriously my dreadful punish- 
ment, and recollect what 1 bare told you about it ; and 
ask your own hearts, or let me ask you a few serious 
questions. How will you be able to bear everlasting 
banishment, from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power f Not one smile from God, not 
one ray of hope, not one spark of comfort, ever enten 
this place*, and can you think without the most dread- 
ful horror, of being eternally separated from the glory 
of God, from the company of angels, from that en- 
joyment constantly experienced by the spirits of the 
just made perfect, from the happiness of heaven, and 
from the smiles of Jesus? Can you think ofloseing 
that inheritance, which is incorruptable, nndefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, and that kingdom which 
cannot be moved ? And what think you ot the wrath 
of an almighty God, of the storms of divine vengeance 
of the company of devils, of (he cries and groans of the 
damned, of the devouring flames, of the reproaches 
of fiends, of the worm tbaldieth not, of the fire that i( 
not quenched, of weeping, wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth, and of ihe intolerable, irremediable, irresistable, 
eternal miseries of this wretched place, I lavghed at 
all these things once, as men do now, but lo my sor- 
row 1 find that it is no dream. It is adreadfiil reality, 
an awful truth, which sooner or later all those will 
know who live in forgetfulness of God, unless repen- 
Uuce aud recoaciliatioQ to the almighty prevent it. 



O letiny foidi, (from the»df«aclM nghH) 
your ears, tnd peaeirait your hearts : lat aiy 
groanty teach ycM to cry for moacy^ laheiail 
bt obuiaed. Take waraing by aiaerj. Laara 
by my folly ; aad let a lermoafroiB faall-belhi 
of teachiag you the wtfy to heaveo. 

2nd.— Take warning by the rmntMm 
punishment set before yoa. Look aft tlia j 
of God, aad remember that he snared soft ths askl 
of aBgodly.See the world dotageA witi Wttftar^ asA 
nersby thousands swept off from the earth with 4beWi 
aom of desiruction.Ana if God spared net tfaeoMeaU 
that sinned, but cut tbem off ia his anger, how wd 
sorer punishment may those expect who alight goipii 
mercy, and sin against greater privilegea? Take iili 
consideration also, the fire and brimstone^ that cam 
down in torrents, on the Cities of Sodom, aod Qornd' 
rha ; desolating their land» destraying their Unt, 
burning their houses, and making tbeaaan examfli 
unto those that after should live uiigodly. And hift 
you not known also nations depeopled, eitieadestreyid 
«rinces cut off, empires, ruined, armies defeatedy ti4 
individuals dreadfaiiy punished on acecnmt cf theii 
sins T Do you aot see death, marching throegh. the ias4 
in dreadful triumphi with his comnussjon sealed, lai 
sword drawn, his bow bent, his arrows potsted, asd 
making the most dreadful havoc among tne sons asd 
daughters of men ? Are they not.cnt down like gram? 
Do they not pass away like a tale that is told, or as i 
dream when one awaketh? And ia act the steps 
.messenger waiting at your door? pointing at your 
iiearts ? and saying, behold thy days approach that 
thou must die. Haire you not known that he who 
sinneth without remorse, and dieth without repentance, 
shall perish without mercy? And have 3rou not seen 
by God's awful judgments and sinners' dreadftil suf- 
ferings, that God is not mocked, (hat his goodness is 
not to be slighted, that his mercies are not to be abns^ 
ed, that his gospel is not to be trampled aader foot, 
and that bis judgments are not to be resisted ? Have 
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thest tokens of v^ngennce^ theiK mamfestations of jhs- 
Ik tice, noplace in your hearts, no iniuence over your 
i.i lives? Hundreds every day enter these regions of 
ir woe : some who thought of nothing but planning 
iu ifchemes for life, whose only ambition was to get 
4* ifoHdly wealth, who took pleasure in nothing but un- 
righteousness, who delighted in oppression and fraud ; 
n ' just as they thought themselves secure in their ^lory, 
I and were saying in their hearts, *^ soul lake thine ease, 
I eat, drink, and be merry," the Almighty said with a 
dreadful voice ^* thou fool thb night thy soul shall be 
required of thee." — Affliction came ; death executed 
its dread commission, and lo ! they fell ghastly victims 
to his fury; and now, when they expected nothing but 
riches and honour, they have taken up their residence 
with us in the flames^ and have only the wrath of 
an Almighty God, and the vengeance of eternal fire. 
Others have just entered these regions of woe, who 
were always poor and wretched ; and spent the great- 
er part of their time in murmuring against Grod, and 
repining against Uie dispensations of providienee. Some- 
times they were almost ready, to taxe the cause out 
of God's hands, and put an end to their existence, 
and were ready to choose strangling, rather than life. 
They were always wishing for death, but it seemed to 
fly from them. But at last the measure of their ini- 
quity was filled up, the time of their probation was 
over, and death with his pale visage mMO his appear- 
ance ; and with his iron hand, siezed (in the name of 
God) the murmering rebels. Now they cried, ^* Oh, 
spare me a little longer, that I may make some prepa- 
ration," but all their entreaties were in vain, death 
executed his awful commission, and they fell helpless 
victims to his resistless poWer. They thought their 
case bad on earth, but now it is a thousand tim^ 
worse; for here they cannot have one drop of water 
to cool their tongues. 

A company of profligate youths have jnst entered 
this worla of woe. These, while they lived, thought 
of nothing but dancing, card playing, horse racing. 
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Mtellini^y driokingy &c. Bat lo 1 in tfae midit til 
their mirth, death entered the room, acd cut timl 
dowD with a stroke ; and now their dancing, bnx] 
racing and playing &c, is exchanged, for weepii|,| 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

So here in this dreadful place, are emperors wl» 
made the world tremble before them ; who once ruled 
nations. They were impatient of the least contradK* 
tion ; they ransacked cities for plunder, and put nation 
to the sword for gain. They despised all restraint!, 
and banished every serious thought, tijl by and by 
death came, and conquered the conquerors, ruled tk 
rulers, and not all their gold and silver could bribe 
him. Those who commanded nations on earth, can- 
not now command a drop of water, a»d those who 
were impatient of the least restraint on earthy are only 
here the sport of ugly liends. 

In this place are found also some who once preack- 
ed the gospel, but they did it only .for filthy lucre ; 
they had no desire to please God, nor to save souls: 
they told sinners they must repent, but repented not 

. themselves ; they endeavoured to show others the sin- 
fulness of sin, but lived in the practice of iniquity at 
the same time. They preached Christ to others, bnt 

. never came to him themselves : they recommended re- 

. ligion in their sermons, but dishonoured it in their lives; 
they pretended to teach sinners the way to heaven, but 
ran in the way to hell ; and now they have to endure 

' everlasting woe. 

Now let me warn you by what others suffer. Take 
warning by divine vengeance a thousand times mani- 
fested, and avoid this place of torment. 

Take warning by the threaten ings of God's word. 
Remember that the day cometh that shall burn as an 
oven, and all the proud, and all that do wickedly 
shall be stubble, and the day cpmeth that shall burn 
them up isaith the Lord of ho^s, and it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch. I once paid no atten- 
tion to these severe threatenings ; but now. I find them 
as true as tlieyare severe, and as irresistable as they 



I are true. I now find myself to be one ot Ae rery 
i^ persons spoken of. Through pride I disdained the 
I nean sect of religious people as unworthy of my . no- 
' tice or company ; and through wickedness I rebelled 
affainst God my maker, and now I find all the misery 
of these severe threateniugs accomplished in my pun- 
ishment. 

ye, who live as 1 lived ! Take heed lest these 
punishments overtake you unawares; lest while you 
cry peace^ peace, sudden destruction overtake you ; 
then there will be no remedy. God tells you (and O 
remember it) that the wicked shall be turned into hell, 
with all the nations tliat forget God ; and upon the 
wicked he shall rain snares, fire, and brimstone, and 
an horrible tempest ; this shall be the portion of their 
cup. 

1 now find it to be a snare which I cannot escape, 
fire which 1 cannot extinguish, and an horrible tem« 
pest which pours all its tremenduous terms upon my 
guilty head. Take the warning : fly for refuge, and 
you will escape the snare by the blood of Christ. 
His pardoning mercy will save from the fire, 
and he will hide you in the hollow of his 
hand from the tempest of divine wrath. But 
to those who live as I lived in ignorance of God; know 
ye not, how that the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God,and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ? who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction, from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 

f»ower. Everlasting destruction indeed T It is as 
asting as etemiiy ; and destructive of all comfort and 
happiness. O consider hell is dreadful. Let these 
threateniugs move you to flee from the wrath to come, 
and know that if you slight the warning given you, 
such a warning as very few have had, (for when was 
it known that one in my situation warned sinners to re- 
pent,) your case must be dreadful. Slight not the 
warning because it comes from me, for who can tell 
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you what hell b, better thu tbose Who hvn fthM 
and recollect that what I faare told you of its bob' 
isnotoue half of what it is ii reality; for if I a 
be permitted to tell the whole, I could unfold i' 
that would make your warm blood run cold, yoarU 
to tremble, your heart to foil, and your bair (oA 
on end. 

4th, — Let the length of eternity be a warning to w 
Was it only a few days, or yeani, the case would k 
altered, butreqrember it is eternity 1 O aolemn tboigll 
More yeara than there are grains of sand upon tbea 
shore, drops of water in the ocean, stars in the ski 
or blades of grass on the face of the whole earth. 

Near eighteen hundred years are already past, sa 
the Saviour told you of my dreadful situation, « 
yet my misery b no nearer an end than when beapul 
of it, and will you rush into these caverns of wretc 
edness T Take this warning from one who nerer viiA 
to see your faces in these regions of woe. 
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